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Park Assessments
The final overall priorities map (see Chapter 5, Figure 5-12) indicated geographic areas in Pasadena of moderate to highest 
need for park investments. From the overall priority scores, ten city-owned parks were selected for further site evaluation, 
distributed geographically across Pasadena. Park assessments included inventorying amenities, evaluating park quality and 
function, and documenting access and safety concerns.

General Observations
The following seven observations were noted after conducting all ten park assessments:

•	 Lack of accessibility was evident in all parks. 
There were several examples of this. Many parks did not have built-in infrastructure such as ramps to allow residents to 
get into parks over curbs, especially in neighborhood and pocket parks. Many parks did not have adjacent sidewalks. If 
residents who required accessible curbs and sidewalks made it into the park, many of the paths were not accessible or 
did not reach all destinations. Finally, many parks did not have inclusive playground equipment. 

•	 All parks were well-maintained and had notices regarding their limited use during the Stay Home, Work Safe Harris County 
Order.

•	 All parks lacked green infrastructure.

•	 There was inconsistent park signage across the ten assessed parks. 
Some of the park signs were blue metal, some had the Pasadena seal or logo, and some like Strawberry and Memorial 
seemed to have their own signs altogether.

•	 All parks had little to no lighting. 
Although we do understand Pasadena parks are not open after sundown, as a public space, parks should have some form 
of lighting to instill a sense of safety in its residents.

•	 Most assessed parks did not have water fountains or public restrooms. 
This was particularly evident in neighborhood or pocket parks, even those with sports fields. 

•	 Most assessed parks did not have any bike infrastructure. 
All the neighborhood and pocket parks that were assessed did not contain any bike racks or bike infrastructure for users.

•	 Most of the parks contained trash receptacles that were abundant, but an eyesore. 
Save for Memorial Park, the trash receptacles were abundant, but aesthetically displeasing.

Figure A-1 Top 10 Priority Parks Map
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Individual Park Assessments
1. Bliss Meadows 

Neighborhood Park

Amenities
•	 Half-moon basketball court

•	 Picnic area

•	 Playground

•	 Backstop

Observations
Positive

•	 Very calm and serene space

•	 Diversity of amenities

•	 Diversity of landscapes

Negative

•	 Entrance to the park seems out of way

•	 Park design is a little complicated

Context
Bliss Meadow Park is situated in southeast Houston, just south of Spencer Highway and just east of the Sam Houston Tollway. 
It is located in a residential neighborhood with one of its sides adjacent to single-family residential parcels and the other two 
adjacent to a waterway stemming from Armand Bayou and a larger water clearance also part of Armand Bayou. It is 0.5 miles 
away from the Mae Hilty Memorial Library.

Park Description
Measuring 5.10 acres, Bliss Meadows Park is a triangle-shaped park with lots of open space and spots to enjoy nature. 
The park has a playground, a half-moon basketball court, and a backstop. It also has numerous picnic tables and benches 
throughout the site as well as two pedestrian bridges to cross over to more picnic areas or to get to another side of the 
neighborhood. The park’s hours of operation are from 6 AM until sundown.

Distinctive Park Elements

3.49
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Existing Conditions

Park access			   Score: 2.94

Bliss Meadows Park has two entrances where people are able to get to the park. The first is through South Meadow Drive and 
the second is through a pedestrian bridge that cuts across the waterway and connects to Country Road. The former entrance 
is very small and is not indicative of the park that lies beyond the entrance. This entrance is designed solely for vehicular traffic 
with no direct sidewalks into the park. However, the entrance is at the end of a cul-de-sac of a residential street, so traffic is 
most likely low. The entrance leads to a parking lot with approximately 6 parking spots, including one accessible spot. The 
pedestrian bridge entrance is only accessible by foot.

There are some concrete trails in the park with the trails leading only to the playground and no other destination. 

Park features		  Score: 4.50

There are numerous picnic tables and benches made of wood around the park. They are all in good condition, with many of 
them benefitting from location and adequate shading. 

Supportive facilities		 Score: 5.00

There were many trash receptacles around the park, primarily located close to picnic areas and benches. However, as with 
most parks, the trash receptacles are visually unappealing and there was no indication of a recycling bin. For a park of its size 
and variety of amenities, the lack of restrooms and water fountain is particularly noticeable.

Safety and maintenance	 Score: 4.50

Throughout the park, a visitor is able to maintain safe, long distance visuals, despite the park’s unconventional shape. It is 
relatively easy to find park entrances and exits and to understand the park’s layout. However, there are some isolated areas 
within the park, particularly at edges and corners. The park also does not have any directional signage throughout the park. 
However, the park shows no sign of vandalism or inappropriate uses. The park and its surrounding environment promotes a 
sense of security and safety.

Aesthetics			   Score: 3.62

Because of Bliss Meadows’ incorporation of natural elements throughout the park, including numerous trees throughout the 
park, it is a very calming and aesthetically pleasing space to be in. There are a number of diversity and uses. However, the 
park could still benefit from more coordinated furnishings and a more uniform perimeter, especially on the portion of the park 
adjacent to the residential lots.

Health				   Score: 3.44

In terms of physical health, for active transportation, the park has some connections to outside active transport networks. 
However, some of the paved trails are in poor conditions with large cracks visible. There are plenty of opportunities for fitness 
for all ages, including the open lawn, the basketball court, the playground, and the backstop. The park is large enough for 
a person to take longer than a short walk around it. In terms of mental health, the proximity to the waterway and the water 
clearance provides variety and opportunities to connect with nature. The park is also large enough for larger social gatherings 
to take place. In terms of environmental health, the park had a variety of different flora, including lots of little flowers in the 
open lawn by the backstop. There were also a variety of birds that were spotted during the park assessment. However, there 
was no sign of permeable parking or an air quality monitor. The water channel and the water clearance could serve as a form 
of stormwater infrastructure.

Culture and convenience	 Score: 2.08

The park was welcoming and did not contain any architectural elements that were hostile. However, the playground was 
not inclusive, despite having a trail that led straight to it. Additionally, there were no artistic or historic elements that were 
representative of Pasadena.

Analysis and Recommendations 
Bliss Meadows Park is a beautiful green space situated in the midst of two major transit corridors, the Sam Houston Tollway 
and Spencer Highway. It offers its visitor serene views and a pleasant escape from an urban lifestyle. The park has a variety 
of amenities, but its strongest asset is its dreamlike incorporation of nature, especially through its Armand Bayou views and 
sounds. The park has done this better than any other park primarily because 2 out of 3 of its sides are adjacent to natural 
elements as opposed to houses, buildings, streets, or empty lots.

Based off the park assessment and analysis, we recommend the following:

•	 Improving and clarifying the entrance experience at both park entrances

•	 Replacing pedestrian bridges, improving internal circulation, and repairing aging and deteriorating walkways

•	 Creating a more cohesive perimeter on all sides

•	 Choosing an area of underutilized space to create a habitat zone including the planting of pollinator plants, more diverse 
species selection, a mechanism for a small pooling of water (for habitat support), and a secluded seating area to enjoy 
the natural experience

•	 Connecting the core area of existing Bliss Meadows Park to Armand Bayou detention features to the east and northeast 
with a loop trail and connection to a larger regional trail system

•	 Utilizing green infrastructure to improve the natural drainage within the park 

•	 Restoring riparian areas along Armand Bayou
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2.  El Jardin Beach Park 
 Neighborhood Park 3.50

Amenities
•	 Beach

•	 Picnic area

•	 Barbecue pits

Observations
Positive

•	 The green space of the park is a beautiful complement 
to the beachscape. 

•	 The park is well-maintained and clean.

Negative

•	 Getting to the park is off putting

•	 Aside from the picnic areas, the park does not offer 
many amenities

•	 Parking spots are inadequate given that there is no on-
street parking in the neighborhood

Context
The park is located on the eastern most point of Pasadena. It is located at the end of an HOA community with Palm Street 
bordering its northwestern perimeter, an HOA park bordering its northeastern perimeter, and El Jardin Beach bordering it 
southern perimeter. To get to El Jardin Beach Park, load and container terminals, manufacturing and chemical plants, and oil 
and petrochemical refineries. 

Park Description
Measuring at 4.29 acres, El Jardin Beach Park offers a large green space in close proximity to a beach. There are picnic 
tables for people to enjoy meals in the park. The park has varying elevations starting at the level of Palm Street and slowly 
descending to sea level. The park’s operating hours according to the sign are 8 AM to 8 PM, but according to the PARD Park 
Guide are from 6:30 AM until sundown.

Distinctive Park Elements
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Existing Conditions

Park access			   Score: 2.41

Visitors are able to access the park through its open perimeter. There is also a designated parking lot for approximately 20 
cars, with 2 accessible spots, but it does not seem that parking is sufficient considering that there is absolutely no on-street 
parking. There are no bike racks as well. There are several uncoordinated and unappealing signs at the entrance of the park 
and the beach, making access slightly confusing. Furthermore, the nearby HOA park does not have enough clear signage to 
indicate that the park is for HOA members only, which could lead to some confusion.

Access is automatically limited because, as one of the signs states, the park requires a valid Texas driver’s license. It is unclear 
whether this is required for entry into the park or the beach. The same sign then states that City of Pasadena residents get 
free access while all other adults are charged $10 and all children 12 years old and under are charged $5. The park was closed 
during our assessment, however, it is unclear how the admission fee is paid by residents or collected by park staff. The main 
park entrance isn’t well designed or inviting and the park itself is inaccessible.

Park features		  Score: 3.00

There are four picnic tables and benches in the park scattered in one area in the park. None of them have shade. Only one of 
them is accessible by a concrete path from the parking lot. However, the path itself is not ADA-compliant. There are currently 
no other park features.

Supportive facilities		 Score: 5.00

There were several trash receptacles in the parking lot, by the picnic area, and on the beach. There was no evidence of a 
recycling bin. Additionally, the park did not have any drinking fountains or restrooms, making it difficult for someone if he or 
she wanted to spend the entire day at the beach.

Safety and maintenance	 Score: 4.27

The beach and park are generally well-maintained and give off an air of safety. The surrounding neighborhood is clean, with 
no derelict or vacant land. There is no evidence of substance abuse or vandalism in the surrounding neighborhood or the par 
itself. However, there was evidence of litter and some animal waste on the beach. There is a fair ability to see into and out of 
the park, but the park’s layout, especially with two parks and two beach entrances so close to each other (the other park and 
beach entrance is for the HOA). However, there isn’t a clustering of activities because of the separation between the park and 
the beach. 

Aesthetics			   Score: 2.81

El Jardin Beach Park has several aesthetic assets. The complementary colors of the green open space, sand, and blue 
water create a very pleasant environment. The sound of waves on the beach also contributes to the pleasantness. However, 
because the parking lot has been designed to be in the center of the park, that creates an unattractive environment, especially 
considering that the picnic areas all face the parking lot. Additionally, the lack of coordinated signage contributes to the poor 
design of the park. Finally, the park lacks a sense of style fitting of a beach park.

Health				   Score: 3.39

For physical health, the beach provides plenty of opportunities for fitness for all ages. Beachgoers are able to ride their bikes, 
run, and swim. For mental health, the beach provides a connection with nature and the picnic benches provide opportunities 
for social connections as well. For environmental health, there is a variety of vegetation at the park and in the surrounding 
context. However, the parking is not permeable, and there was no evidence of stormwater infrastructure or an air quality 
monitor. It’s important to point out the proximity of the park to the number of factories and refineries, and what that could 
mean for beach goers who are there when the wind is blowing from the direction of those industrial facilities.

Culture and convenience	 Score: 4.00

The park is devoid of any artistic or historical influences. More than half of the signs, however, were in English and Spanish. 
The beach did not contain any elements of hostile architecture either.

Analysis and Recommendations 
El Jardin Beach Park is a great open space adjacent to a beach shoreline in Pasadena. It offers places to sit down and have 
meals, a space to walk your dog (and amenities to clean up after it), and some greenery. However, the park might be off-
putting for some people to visit purely because the drive to the site is isolating and somewhat far. There is an adjacent HOA 
park that is available to the members of the HOA solely, but given the similar landscaping and use of wooden poles as part of 
the perimeter, it could be easy to confuse between the two parks.

•	 Based off the park assessment and analysis, we recommend the following:

•	 Improving the entrance experience for all multi-modal users

•	 Restoring the diversity and quality of the vegetative buffer between the main park area and beach including enhancing the 
width, with a specific interest in improving habitat quality and storm surge protection

•	 Installing bike racks

•	 Removing and or replacing confusing signage

•	 Planting salt-tolerant tree species near seating areas to provide more shade and wind protection

•	 Constructing drinking fountains and restrooms

•	 Rethinking the location and size of the parking lot - focused on minimizing its presence in the core park areas

•	 Creating a series of nature- and environment-based programs in the park including youth fishing events, environmental 
education, birding events, park clean-ups, etc.
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3.  Ghana Play Lot 
 Pocket Park 3.52

Amenities
•	 Half-moon basketball court

•	 Picnic area

•	 Playground

Observations
Positive

•	 Park is well manicured

•	 Lot of amenities

•	 Plenty of shade also comes from trees on adjacent 
properties

•	 Pleasant view to a water channel

Negative

•	 Some graffiti in the park is evident

Context
Situated in southeast Pasadena, Ghana Play Lot is bounded by Ghana Lane to the north, a water channel to the south, and 
residential single-family lots to the east and west. The park is 1 mile away from Fairmont Elementary School and 0.3 miles 
away from Steadfast Academy, a local daycare center.

Park Description
Measuring 0.14 acres, Ghana Play Lot stays true to its name and offers several amenities for such a small space. There are 
two picnic tables and benches, a swing set, and a half-moon basketball court. Numerous trees from adjacent properties offer a 
good amount of shade. Its hours of operation are from 6 AM until sundown.

Distinctive Park Elements
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Existing Conditions

Park access			   Score: 3.39

The park has an open and inviting entrance point from the north. A sign indicating that the park is the Ghana Play Lot is clearly 
visible. The entrance is aligned with the sidewalk and provides accessibility to the picnic areas (although the rest of the park 
remains inaccessible). There is on-street parking available, but no bike racks..

Park features		  Score: 4.00

The main park features included here are the picnic areas. The tables and benches are in good condition and have plenty of 
shade. 

Supportive facilities		 Score: 4.00

The park had one large trash receptacle. There was no recycling bin. The park did not have any restrooms or water fountains.

Safety and maintenance	 Score: 4.77

The park is very well-maintained. There was no evidence of any maintenance concerns aside from the graffiti found at the 
edge of the eastern periphery. Vegetation was well-maintained and park design was simple to understand. Visibility at all 
points was great with no isolated areas or trail dead ends. The surrounding neighborhood also contributed to the feeling of 
safety. 

Aesthetics			   Score: 3.73

The park has abundant trees in its perimeter, which contributes to the attractiveness of the park. The chain link fence is 
somewhat of an eyesore. However, it does allow for a more expansive view of the water channel. The picnic area, swingset, 
and basketball court are all coordinated color-wise. However, given the small space, small touches such as attractive plantings 
and pops of color would go a long way to make the park more attractive.

Health				   Score: 2.74

For physical health, the park offers mainly the half-moon basketball court for people to use, which, because of its size, might 
not provide rigorous physical activity. For mental health, there are some opportunities for social connections. However, 
because of its size and location, minimal connections with nature exist. For environmental health, the park does not have a 
variety of vegetation, vegetated stormwater infrastructure, permeable parking, or an air quality monitor.

Culture and convenience	 Score: 2.42

The swingset and basketball court are inaccessible. There are no art or historical pieces in the park. Park signs are in English 
only. However, the park does not contain any hostile architectural elements.

Analysis and Recommendations 
Ghana Play Lot is a cozy, little pocket park that is perfect for families around the neighborhood to be able to take their young 
children for an hour or two. However, aside from having one or two persons practicing their jump shot, it seems unlikely that 
teenagers and adults would visit the park without the presence of young children.

Based off the park assessment and analysis, we recommend the following:

•	 Replacing fencing that disconnects the park from the Bayou with more aesthetically pleasing option at a lower height

•	 Installing bike racks

•	 In collaboration with nearby residents, considering the addition of a community garden in place of the half moon 
basketball court

•	 Cleaning up graffiti and working with a local artist to create public art
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4.  Light Company Park 
 Pocket Park 3.00

Amenities
•	 Playground

•	 Basketball court

•	 Picnic area

•	 Open lawn

•	 Barbecue pits

Observations
Positive

•	 Several amenities available for use

•	 Basketball court is full-sized

Negative

•	 Adjacent parcels are derelict

•	 Pipeline runs through the park

•	 Park perimeter is not well defined

•	 Location of the various amenities is not well-planned

Context
Situated just north of the Pasadena Freeway and west of Vince Bayou and Memorial Park, Light Company Park is bounded 
by West Shaw Avenue to the south. The western perimeter of the park is surrounded by single-family homes. An empty lot is 
adjacent to the eastern perimeter, and a construction company site is located to the north of the park. A pipeline runs through 
the western edge of the park all the way through the train tracks in the north.

Park Description
Measuring 0.68 acres, Light Company Park offers both passive and active recreational options. This pocket park includes a 
picnic area, a playground, a basketball court, barbecue pits, and on-site parking. Its hours of operation are from 6 AM until 
sundown. 

Distinctive Park Elements
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Existing Conditions

Park Access			   Score: 2.75

The park has an open perimeter to the south. This is where the small parking area for the park exists. However, there are 
no accessible parking spots. There are no bicycle racks, but there is sidewalk access to the park. The park is bordered by a 
pipeline easement to the west and has some utility poles within a chain link fence in the park, adding to an uneasy and unsafe 
feeling.

Park Features		  Score: 3.00

Playground equipment is faded and clearly old, but does not appear to be unsafe. Playground is inaccessible. There is one 
bench, but it is awkwardly far from the play area and there is no shade. The basketball court is in fair condition, it is lit but has 
some cracks and weeds growing.

Supportive Facilities	 Score: 5.00

The park had several large trash receptacles, There was no recycling bin. The park did not have any restrooms or water 
fountains.

Safety and Maintenance	 Score: 4.12

The park itself is well maintained. There is no evidence of graffiti, litter, or animal waste. The lawn is also well-maintained 
with no evident overgrowth. There are two primary issues with safety. First, there are several parcels close to the park that 
are vacant. Even across the street, all parcels are vacant. Second, the pipeline easement running through the park is cause 
for concern. Only at the edge of the easement to the south are there signs warning park goers of crossing or walking over the 
easement. Further north, no signs exist.

Aesthetics			   Score: 2.40

Given the park’s location to the Pasadena Freeway, highway and traffic noises carry into the park. The park perimeter varies in 
almost every edge, with open space, wooden fencing, and paneling being some of the materials that have been used. Despite 
this, there has been no mitigation of unappealing land uses. Finally, a lot of the furniture, picnic tables, barbecue pits, and 
benches, seem to be strewn around at random with no clear logic as to why they were placed where they were.

Health				   Score: 2.23

For physical health, the park provides a playground, a basketball court, and an open lawn, providing several fitness 
opportunities for children, teenagers, and adults. The park provides minimal opportunities for connection to larger active 
transport networks. For mental health, there are opportunities for nature observation, primarily through sitting on a bench and 
enjoying the park. However, the unattractive surroundings and the unappealing noises from the highway, and potentially from 
industry, does not bode well for mental health. For environmental health, the park provides a minimal variety of vegetation. It 
also did not have vegetated stormwater infrastructure or an air quality monitor. The on-site parking was not permeable as well.

Culture and Convenience	 Score: 2.17

Signs in the park were not bilingual. Both the park and the playground are inaccessible. There is no art or historical markers 
within the park. 

Analysis and Recommendations
On paper, the park has a lot of amenities that park goers can make use of. A basketball court that’s in good condition, 
barbecue pits that are in good shape, and several benches and picnic tables. However, the overall feel of the park is almost 
eerie. Its location seems strange given the adjacent parcels, and this was the only park that did not have signage indicating 
that the parks were operating at a limited capacity because of the Harris County Stay Home-Work Safe order, even though the 
playground was taped off.

Based off the park assessment and analysis, we recommend the following:

•	 Creating a more defined, cohesive, and connected perimeter

•	 Resurfacing and restriping the basketball court

•	 Updating picnic table and seating features and better orient them to the park use

•	 Planting trees to provide shade, cooling, and noise abatement near seating areas, and to provide more screening along the 
park perimeter; providing small structural shade over existing amenities

•	 Installing air quality monitoring equipment and create a warning system for park users if air quality becomes a risk factor

•	 Working with the neighborhood residents to integrate local art into the park at a small scale (possibly in collaboration with 
local youth)

•	 Restricting access to the pipeline easement on the western edge of the park

•	 Installing a water fountain and single stall restrooms

•	 Replacing aging playground equipment, include accessible features in updates
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5.  Memorial Park 
 Community Park 4.13

Amenities
•	 Splash pad

•	 Skate park

•	 Playground

•	 Picnic area + gazebo

•	 Park benches

•	 Soccer fields

•	 Covered basketball court (six hoops)

•	 Running track (1/4 mi.)

•	 Fitness center

Observations
Positive

•	 The park is large, spacious, and with a diversity of 
landscapes and natural areas.

•	 The park is home to many 

•	 The playground is accessible.

•	 This is the only park in Pasadena with a skate park.

Negative

•	 The park design and layout isn’t intuitive.

•	 The park entrance is misleading.

Context
Bordering the Pasadena Freeway to the South and Vince Bayou to the east, Memorial Park is bounded by West Jackson 
Avenue to the south and Memorial Park Drive and Vince Street to the east. The western perimeter of the park is surrounded by 
multi-family housing as well as an industrial welding company. The park is less than a half mile away from Richey Elementary 
School.

Park Description
Measuring at 29.64 acres, the park contains several amenities, including three playgrounds, one gazebo, one splash pad, 
several picnic tables and benches, and shade for many of them. There is also a basketball court, a soccer field, a skate park 
and a fitness center, indicating plenty of opportunities for active exercise. Vince Bayou runs through the park, and one bridge 
crosses over Vince Bayou at the northern edge of the park.

Distinctive Park Elements
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Existing Conditions

Park Access			   Score: 4.01

You can access Memorial Park from a number of entrances. There is the main entrance off West Jackson Avenue close to the 
basketball court. There is also another entrance from the Pasadena Freeway Frontage Road and multiple access points from 
Memorial Park Drive and from Vince Street. However, these entrances aren’t as indicative (or indicative at all) of the park as the 
main one. There is a sidewalk network in good condition adjacent to the park as well as bike racks inside the park. This park, 
along with many of its trails, is also ADA-accessible. There was plenty of on-site parking and several accessible parking spots.

Park Features		  Score: 4.33

The picnic areas and pavilions were in great condition. Some of the tabletops were painted on with images or games, which 
gave a great ambience to the park. The skate park and fitness center were large and had plenty of different options for people 
who would choose to skate or exercise there. The basketball court was covered, the first sports amenity we had seen that was. 
It also included six hoops. It almost felt like there were too many hoops - if each were occupied - the basketball court would 
be very crowded. The soccer field did not have any markings, but it did have two goal posts and a set of bleachers (albeit 
uncovered) for people to sit and watch. The splash plaid was colorful and attractive.

Supportive Facilities	 Score: 4.67

The park had several trash bins. These were different than the trash receptacles we’ve seen in other parks, less protruding and 
obvious. Again, there was no recycling bin. There was one restroom facility and three water fountains across the park. 

Safety and Maintenance	 Score: 4.23

In terms of safety and maintenance, Memorial Park has done a great job. Almost all facilities in the park are well-maintained. 
However, one of the playgrounds had some water on the ground, and it looked like that water couldn't drain properly. There is 
no evidence of substance abuse, homlessness, graffiti, or other derelict uses in the park and in adjacent parcels. The roads 
within the park curve to allow for cars to slow down, and there are at least two crosswalks in the park. 

The park is one of the few with multiple entrances and that can function as shortcuts through neighborhoods. You can also 
easily see into and out of the park. However, the park design is not intuitive, but the directional signage definitely helps. There 
is only one bridge that crosses Vince Bayou, and so to head back to the main part of Memorial Park, one would have to turn 
around and go back from where they came. There isn’t a second bridge closer to the south side of the park.

Aesthetics			   Score: 4.20

The park is a very pretty park. All the playgrounds and splash pad were very colorful, and it seemed that there was a uniform 
theme across the different amenities. The directional signage was rustic, the tables were hand painted, and the man-made 
shelters that were provided for some of the tables and benches were also pleasant to look at. The park had a great “brand” to 
it. The one low point was that because of its proximate location to the highway, a lot of highway traffic could be heard within 
the park. 

Health				   Score: 4.33

In terms of physical health, the paved trails were in good shape with minimal cracks. The presence of sidewalks and bike racks 
show an inclusion of thought into other active transport networks. All the sports fields and courts were in great condition, and 
there are opportunities for active living for all ages in Memorial Park.

In terms of mental health, because of the size of the park, it can easily become a site for social events. There are also 
numerous opportunities to connect with nature - from the Vince Bayou and the small lake located in the southwest portion of 
the park by the bridge. We also saw lots of animals - duck and geese primarily - during our assessment.

In terms of environmental health, there is definitely a variety of vegetation throughout the park. The Bayou can also serve as 

part of a vegetated stormwater infrastructure. However, the park has had issues with flooding in the past, so the Bayou might 
not be enough. The parking is not permeable, and there was no evidence of an air quality monitor.

Culture and Convenience	 Score: 3.50

There was no presence of separate art structure or historical markers within the park. However, some of the picnic tables were 
painted with a map of Memorial Park and with a checkerboard. Most signs were inclusive of both English and Spanish, and at 
least two of the playgrounds were accessible to children with wheelchairs. The park itself is inviting and does not present any 
hostile architecture.

Analysis and Recommendations
Memorial Park is a well-thought out park. It is aesthetically beautiful and provides a little something for everyone. Even during 
our assessment we saw several people make use of it, whether it was to have a picnic, skateboard, exercise, or take their 
children out for a bike ride. Even during the Stay Home-Work Safe order, people were still making the trip to come to Memorial 
Park and use it. This is something we didn’t see in many of the other parks.

Based off the park assessment and analysis, we recommend the following:

•	 Constructing a second bridge over Vince Bayou to create a loop trail

•	 Improving drainage and park riparian ecology by using bioswales planted with native vegetation in drainage problem 
areas; and, by restoring the riparian zone along Vince Bayou, including limiting mowing

•	 Planting vegetative buffers along Pasadena Freeway and West Jackson Ave to mitigate noise pollution and help cool the 
park

•	 Creating an interpretive program with signage for Memorial Park including historic, cultural, and environmental education

•	 Creating regular fitness programming 

•	 Creating a large, sheltered gathering space for families and friends to gather



26 Pasadena Healthy Parks Plan - Appendix A: Detailed Park Assessment ReportPasadena Healthy Parks Plan - Appendix A: Detailed Park Assessment Report 27 September 2020 September 2020

3.43
Context
Situated in a northern Pasadena residential neighborhood, Oaks Drive Play Lot is a triangle-shaped park bordered by Locklaine 
Drive and Oaks Drive. The adjacent parcels to the park are all single-family homes.

Park Description
Measuring 0.61 acres, Oak Play Lot offers a playground, a basketball court, a set of swings, and an open lawn. Its hours of 
operation are from 6 AM until sundown. 

Distinctive Park Elements

Amenities
•	 Picnic area

•	 Playground

•	 Swings

•	 Basketball court

Observations
Positive

•	 The playground is very creative.

•	 The neighborhood is quiet.

•	 Basketball court is in good shape with some shade

Negative

•	 The park is completely inaccessible.

•	 The picnic areas offer no shade.

•	 There is litter across the perimeter of the park.

6.  Oaks Drive Play Lot 
 Community Park
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Existing Conditions

Park Access			   Score: 2.82

The park is highly visible to people driving by and entrances The park is bordered by three residential streets with no sidewalks 
directly adjacent to the park. The park perimeter is entirely curbed and therefore inaccessible. There are no designated parking 
spots and no bike racks. 

Park Features		  Score: 3.00

There are two picnic tables placed somewhat arbitrarily in the park. There is no shade for the picnic area. The playground is 
new and colorful, easily appealing to young children. The playground offers some shade.

Supportive Facilities	 Score: 5.00

The park had two large trash receptacles, sufficient for a park of its size. There was no recycling bin. The park did not have any 
restrooms or water fountains.

Safety and Maintenance	 Score: 4.63

Oaks Drive Play Lot seems to be a safe and well-maintained park. There was no evidence of derelict land, alcohol or substance 
abuse, and of unauthorized camping or vagrancy, both in the park and in adjacent parcels. However, the western perimeter of 
the park had a lot of litter.

As for park design, Oaks Drive Play Lot had a clustering of activity areas, no isolated areas, and no unobstructed sightlines, 
primarily because of the park's small size. There are active areas close to the edge that encourage people to go into the park 
as well. However, given its location and shape, the park does not function as a shortcut through the neighborhood.

Aesthetics			   Score: 3.12

There are a few diversity of uses in the park. There are also a number of trees placed throughout the park. Despite the 
playground design being unique and made of high quality materials, the park itself lacks a sense of style. The picnic tables and 
benches also don’t feel coordinated with the rest of the park.

Health				   Score: 2.68

In terms of physical health, the basketball court and playground are both in great condition. However, other than that, there 
are minimal fitness opportunities in the Oaks Drive Play Lot. In terms of mental health, there are some opportunities for nature 
observation. However, traffic sounds from nearby roads can be heard within the park. In terms of environmental health, the 
park does not have a variety of vegetation.

Culture and Convenience	 Score: 3.25

There is a ramp to get into the playground, which is great, but the park is inaccessible so it’s not useful.

Analysis and Recommendations
Oaks Drive Play Lot feels like a neighborhood park. It is small and offers only street parking, and so the most likely users of the 
park are people who live nearby.

Based off the park assessment and analysis, we recommend the following:

•	 Updating picnic tables and benches and place in closer proximity to the playground

•	 Planting trees and provide structural shade over seating areas

•	 Improving the cohesiveness and definition of the park perimeter

•	 Removing half moon basketball court 

•	 Creating opportunities for local artists to create culturally relevant art installations

•	 Engaging the neighborhood in regular park clean up and beautification days
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2.98
Context
Situated just south of the Pasadena Freeway and just east of Vince Bayou and Memorial Park, Parklane Play Lot is bounded 
by West Park Lane to the north and Vince Street to the west. All across the southern and eastern perimeters, the park is 
surrounded by single-family homes. The park is also within a half mile radius of two schools and a daycare facility: De Zavala 
Middle School, Kruse Elementary School, and In Loving Hands Daycare.

Park Description
Measuring 1.35 acres, Parklane Play Lot offers a wide open green space. Its hours of operation are from 6 AM until sundown. 

Distinctive Park Elements

Amenities
•	 Open lawn

Observations

Positive

•	 Well-kept green open space

•	 Pleasant, small creek running through the park

Negative

•	 Isn’t easily identifiable as a park

•	 Park is sloped all the way across

•	 Adjacent residential homes very visible from park

7.  Parklane Play Lot 
 Neighborhood Park
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Existing Conditions

Park Access			   Score: 2.27

The park’s northern and western perimeters are completely open, allowing easy access to people who want to enter or exit the 
park. However, aside from the identifying park name on the northwest corner it is very difficult to distinguish the Parklane Play 
Lot as a park. It simply looks like a green, undeveloped open space rather than a public park or play lot. Additionally, there are 
no designated parking spots, bike racks, or a sidewalk around the street sides of the park.

Park Features		  Score: N/A

The park did not contain any of the criteria in this section.

Supportive Facilities		  Score: 3.50

The park had one large trash receptacle. There was no recycling bin. The park did not have any restrooms or water fountains.

Safety and Maintenance	 Score: 4.68

The park was very well-maintained. The green space was not overgrown and was in great condition. There was no evidence 
of graffiti, litter, or any drug or alcohol abuse. The neighborhood the park is situated in was a pleasant residential one with no 
derelict or vacant lots. Additionally, the park design was simple and standard. However, the close proximity to some of the 
residential lots - we could easily peer into people’s backyards - could be construed as uncomfortable for park goers. 

Aesthetics			   Score: 2.20

The park had an abundant number of well placed trees around the park that provided adequate shade, and because of the 
creek that runs through the park, the trickling of the water provided for very pleasant sounds. However, the park lacked a 
diversity of uses, a sense of style, and the park perimeter was not indicative of a park at all. The park just begins and ends with 
no proper design.

Health				   Score: 2.08

For physical health, the park does not provide any connection to larger active transport networks. Additionally, because the 
park is sloped, it becomes difficult for park goers to exercise in the park, which is one of the few active activities people can 
engage in. For mental health, the park is lush and green and the creek does provide a calming presence of water. However, 
there is no variety to the landscape and park surroundings aren’t particularly calming. For environmental health, there was 
minimal variety of vegetation. However, this was one of the few parks that we assessed that contained vegetated stormwater 
infrastructure. It almost seems like the park is meant to act as a detention basin for periods of heavy rain.

Culture and Convenience	 Score: N/A

The park did not contain any of the criteria in this section.

Analysis and Recommendations
Compared to its grand neighbor, Memorial Park, the Parklane Play Lot seems almost forgotten. The assessors don’t 
understand why it was dubbed a “play lot” as the only thing that exists in the park is open space.

Based off the park assessment and analysis, we recommend the following:

•	 Creating an ADA-focused park

•	 Preserving existing tree canopy to retain shade and cooling benefits for the neighborhood

•	 Ensuring all new investments in Parklane are flood resilient 

•	 Restoring native vegetation along drainage channel and reduce mowing frequency

•	 Creating a cohesive connection for Parkland Park as a key neighborhood connection to Memorial Park and the future 
Vince Bayou Greenway, including wayfinding signage

•	 Installing bike parking

•	 Creating meditative, passive spaces by adding additional bench seating at key locations

•	 Installing sidewalks adjacent to the park and clear walking paths within
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3.18
Context
Situated in a residential neighborhood in northern Pasadena, Sherwood Park is bounded by Sherwood Drive to the south and 
residential parcels to the north, east, and west. The park is surrounded by single-family homes.

Park Description
Measuring 0.63 acres, Sherwood Park offers both passive and active recreational options. This pocket park includes a picnic 
area, a playground, a basketball court, a large concrete pad (although it’s unclear what its purpose is), and on-site parking. Its 
hours of operation are from 6 AM until sundown. 

Distinctive Park Elements

Amenities
•	 Playground

•	 Basketball court

•	 Open lawn

•	 Picnic tables

Observations
Positive

•	 Good amount of shading

•	 Quiet neighborhood

•	 Lots of parking space

Negative

•	 Several cracks exist along the path

•	 Trash cans are an eyesore

•	 Litter close to the picnic tables 

•	 Playground equipment can run hot during high 
temperatures

8.  Sherwood Park 
 Community Park
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Existing Conditions

Park Access			   Score: 2.91

The park’s entrance is fairly accessible because it has an open perimeter to the south as well as an identifying sign. However, 
the park remains in a quiet residential neighborhood with no sidewalk access. There is one path that is ADA accessible, but it 
is cracked and does not lead to a final destination, meaning the picnic area, basketball court, and playground are not ADA-
accessible. There is sufficient on-site parking, but no bicycle parking.

Park Features		  Score: 1.75

There is the one picnic area. The seats and table are unappealing concrete, and are covered in graffiti. There is litter nearby. 
However, the area does have adequate shading. Additionally, there is a large paved open space adjacent to the basketball 
court. It has many cracks and no defined program (no seating nearby or facing and no tables).

Supportive Facilities	 Score: 5.00

The park had two large trash receptacles, sufficient for a park of its size. However, aesthetically, the receptacles are an 
eyesore. There was no recycling bin. The park did not have any restrooms or water fountains.

Safety & Maintenance	 Score 4.29

Sherwood Park seems to be a safe and well-maintained park. There was no evidence of derelict land, alcohol or substance 
abuse, and of unauthorized camping or vagrancy, both in the park and in adjacent parcels. However, the picnic table did have 
some graffiti and there was litter in the picnic area.

As for park design, Sherwood park had a clustering of activity areas, no isolated areas, and no unobstructed sightlines, 
primarily because of the park's small size. However, the park does not 	 function as a shortcut through the neighborhood to 
encourage presence of people as it is fenced from three sides. 

Aesthetics			   Score 3.00

Overall, the park has a pleasant ambience. There is a beautiful large tree in the center providing shading to a bench situated 
underneath as well as a number of trees around the park's perimeter. The playground is colorful, and because of its location, 
you can’t hear the sounds of highway traffic or busy streets. The park has the feel of a residential neighborhood park. 

However, the cracks in the concrete pad and the path need to be remedied. Additionally, the basketball court markings have 
now faded and need to be repainted. The picnic area needs to be upgraded and there is an overall lack of vegetation variety 
around the site. Finally, uncoordinated signage makes the park seem haphazard.

Health				   Score 2.50

For physical health, the park provides a playground, a basketball court, and an open lawn, providing several fitness 
opportunities for children, teenagers, and adults. However, not as many for seniors. The park does not provide opportunities 
for connection to larger active transport networks because of the lack of connecting sidewalk and bicycle parking. For mental 
health, there are minimal opportunities for social connections in the park. The playground has no benches facing it and the 
park does not host social events, and there are very few opportunities for nature observation. There are also no expansive 
views from within the park. For environmental health, the park provides a minimal variety of vegetation. It also did not have 
vegetated stormwater infrastructure or an air quality monitor. The on-site parking was not permeable as well.

Culture and Convenience	 Score 2.83

Sherwood Park does not have any culture markers on the site. Most signs appear to be in both English and Spanish, including 
the recent coronavirus quarantine announcement from the Parks and Recreation Department. However, the only playground is 
not inclusive to children in wheelchairs.

Analysis and Recommendations
It would seem due to the park’s location, most people who would be using this park would be residents of the nearby 
neighborhood. It seems unlikely that individuals or families would drive to come to Sherwood Park when other larger and more 
accessible park options exist in Pasadena. 

Based off the park assessment and analysis, we recommend the following:

•	 Resurfacing parking area and repair damaged walkways with actual destinations

•	 Removing unutilized concrete pad

•	 Cleaning up graffiti and working with a local artist to create public art

•	 Evaluating resurfacing the basketball court and restriping

•	 Installing bike racks

•	 Creating more social gathering spaces with benches and picnic tables oriented toward the park amenities and shade
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3.80
Context
Strawberry Park is located near a commercial spine of Pasadena and serves the region. It is a large park bounded by 
Lafferty Road to the west, Parkside Drive to the north and Strawberry Road to the east. The southern edge of the park is 
directly adjacent to Belle Chase Apartments, while the other 3 edges are bordered by a variety of uses including single family 
residential, retail, education (Bailey Elementary School), and religious (Casa de Vida of CMA).

Park Description
Measuring 50 acres, Strawberry Park offers many amenities including various athletic fields, passive recreation opportunities, 
playgrounds, and gathering areas. A highlight of Strawberry Park is the water park area with pools and water slides.

Distinctive Park Elements

Amenities
•	 Playground

•	 Basketball court

•	 Open lawn

•	 Picnic tables

•	 Tennis Courts

•	 Baseball Fields

•	 Water Park

•	 Performance Pavilion

•	 Loop trail

•	 Fitness Station

•	 BBQ Grills

•	 Water Fountains

•	 Restrooms

9.  Strawberry Park 
 Regional Park

Observations
Positive

•	 Lots of variety in 
amenities

•	 Good amount of shading

•	 Activated perimeter (loop 
trail)

•	 Lots of parking space

•	 Several playgrounds, 
some themed to Texas 
and/or strawberries

Negative

•	 Several cracks exist 
along the path

•	 Trash cans are not 
visually appealing

•	 Water ponding in some 
areas of sports fields 
and open lawn

•	 Entrance designed for 
vehicles
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Existing Conditions

Park Access			   Score: 3.46

The park’s entrance is fairly accessible because it has an open perimeter as well as an identifying sign. However, the park 
is situated along busy streets without adequate pedestrian infrastructure. Most paths are in good condition and lead to 
destinations, but they don’t all connect beyond making the connection between a parking lot and a specific amenity. There is 
sufficient on-site parking, but only a small amount of bicycle parking.

Park Features		  Score: 4.50

This park has a great variety of features, all of which are in fair to excellent condition. The variety of features is suited to the 
park’s size and provides many options for users to have diverse experiences.

Supportive Facilities	 Score: 2.67

There was a drinking fountain, restrooms inside the pool facilities, restrooms under the pavilion, and another set of restrooms 
on the Strawberry Road side of the walking track. There is an adequate number of trash receptacles, but they are not 
aesthetically pleasing. 

Safety and Maintenance	 Score: 4.15

Overall, park safety and maintenance appears to be in very good condition. The park is clean, does not exhibit signs of 
substance abuse or derelict buildings on site or adjacent. There are a few small instances of graffiti on the basketball court 
and performance area. Due to the park’s size, not all areas are easily visible from the perimeter, and the overall park layout may 
not be clear to all users initially. The park’s loop trail is a good activation of the perimeter. 

Aesthetics			   Score: 4.00

There is a great diversity of use; however, the overall sense of style is a bit lacking and dated, although there are some 
elements that are themed to Texas or to strawberries which adds a playful touch and speaks a bit to the geographical sense of 
place. Materials are not the highest quality (trash receptacles are a good example of this) but are in good condition. Entrances 
are designed for vehicles and therefore lack human scale appeal. 

Health				   Score: 4.00

Strawberry Park offers many fitness opportunities to all age groups which was a large part of earning its score of 4.00. The 
facilities overall are in good condition. However, the park does not have good connections to a larger trail or transportation 
network or to natural amenities other than nice trees and open lawn.

Culture and Convenience	 Score: 3.57

This park has some connection to its location through Texas themed playground elements. There is a large performance area 
with a shelter that could be an important cultural amenity. There is also a war memorial, as well as some inclusive playground 
features and some signage in Spanish which are a step towards a higher level of cultural access.

Analysis and Recommendations
Based on the size of the park and variety of amenities, this regional park is understood to draw visitors from a broad 
geographic range. 

Based off the park assessment and analysis, we recommend the following:

•	 Repair and/or replace aging pathways to a minimum of 8-10' widths

•	 Refurbishing and activating the pavilion with regular, free cultural arts and fitness programming

•	 Resurfacing and restriping the basketball court

•	 Updating play structures and providing structural shade above play areas and adjacent seating areas

•	 Targeting key social gathering and activity buffer areas for concentrated tree planting efforts

•	 Improving internal park connectivity to ensure amenities are well-connected to ADA walkways; improve wayfinding

•	 Ensuring restroom facilities adequately support the number of park users

•	 Enhancing key park "gateways" with entrance signage and plantings to improve the pedestrian experience

•	 Partnering with Bailey Elementary to provide support for after-school programming opportunities; improve the physical 
connection between
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3.35
Context
Tatar Park is situated in Northeast Pasadena in a residential neighborhood. Its linear perimeter is on Pasadena Boulevard, one 
of the largest urban corridors in Pasadena, and its semi-circle perimeter is on Van Buren Circle, across from which is a number 
of single family lots. It is 0.5 miles away from Sherwood Park and 1 mile away from Pasadena City Hall.

Park Description
Measuring 0.47 acres, Tatar Park is half-moon shaped with playground equipment and picnic tables. A large open lawn 
provides opportunities for additional active and passive uses. Its hours of operation are from 6 AM until sundown.

Distinctive Park Elements

Amenities
•	 Playground

•	 Picnic area

Observations
Positive

•	 Park is located on Pasadena Boulevard

Negative

•	 Park is completely inaccessible

•	 Park entrance is designed in a way that doesn’t allude 
that it could be a park

•	 Very difficult to find parking

10.  Tatar Park 
 Pocket Park
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Existing Conditions

Park access			   Score: 3.07

The park has an open perimeter, allowing several entrance points. It also has a large sign indicating that it is a park for the City 
of Pasadena, adjacent to Pasadena Boulevard and therefore not prominent for pedestrians entering the park. Thus, the park 
does not give off the impression of a park, but rather an associated green space of the adjacent residential lots. 

On-street parking is difficult to find, and there are no bike racks.

The park only has one sidewalk border. It is on Pasadena Boulevard and has a tall curb, making it inaccessible as an entrance. 
Additionally, the entire park is curbed with no trails or pathways, and therefore inaccessible.

Park features		  Score: 3.50

There is one picnic table which is well-maintained and has adequate shading. Playground equipment is old but free of rust and 
graffiti.

Supportive facilities		 Score: 5.00

The park had one large trash receptacle. There was no recycling bin. The park did not have any restrooms or water fountains.

Safety and maintenance	 Score: 4.64

Tatar Park is safe and well-maintained. The surrounding context of residential homes provides a feeling of safety. There was 
no vandalism, evidence of substance abuse, litter, or animal waste in the surrounding context or in the park itself. There is 
easy visibility into and out of the park, with no isolated areas within the park. There is a clustering of the picnic areas, and the 
playground equipment. There are some areas of patchy grass, however.

Aesthetics			   Score: 2.65

Aesthetically, the park has a number of well-placed trees across the park. The picnic tables and playground look old and lack 
color. There is no mitigation of the sound off Pasadena Boulevard. The park overall lacks a sense of style.

Health				   Score: 2.61

From a physical health perspective, the park offers some opportunities for being active, mostly focused on children through 
the playground and open lawn. Aside from benches where a group could sit down and some form of connection to nature, 
Tatar Park offers minimal mental health benefits. For environmental health, variety of vegetation was minimal and a lack of 
stormwater infrastructure, permeable paving, or an air quality monitor.

Culture and convenience	 Score: 2.38

There is one historical marker in the park, but the placement seems arbitrary. The playgrounds are inaccessible. Signs are 
almost exclusively in English.

Analysis and Recommendations
It is difficult to assess Tatar Park because of its shape and location. Because the park is shaped in a semicircle with no clear 
entrance, it almost looks like it could be a common open space for the residential homes rather than a public park. This notion 
is exacerbated by the lack of space for parking. Furthermore, because of its location directly on Pasadena Boulevard, it makes 
it difficult for individuals and families to cross the street to get to the park, particularly because of the absence of crosswalks. 
Tatar Park needs to be better activated if it is to attract more park users. Given its shape and location, the park can be uniquely 
positioned to be branded in a special way.

Based off the park assessment and analysis, we recommend the following:

•	 Creating accessible entrances and internal walkways

•	 Improving and clarifying the entrance experience

•	 Installing bike racks

•	 Installing water fountains

•	 Preserving existing tree canopy to retain shade and cooling benefits for the neighborhood

•	 Refurbishing historic marker and ensure interpretive element remains relevant

•	 Creating crosswalks adjacent to the park to improve safety of access
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1. Community Survey Report
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2. Telephone Poll Report
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3. Community Workshop #1 Results
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What We’ve Heard

Whats Next?

Through intercept surveys and events across Pasadena, designed to gather 
community input in a variety of formats, we were able to gather the responses 

below. Comments are from Phase 1 engagement, May through September of 2019.

We’ll see you in the new year for another series of engagement events! 
Stay up to date at www.pasadenahealthyparks.com

Family centered events as well 
as music events were highly 
requested for programming.

Trails and playgrounds, especially 
those accessible to all children, 

were highly requested recreation 
amenities.

Shade was a highly requested 
amenity as well as water 

fountains.

Lighting was a top priority for 
residents along with 

accessibility for all ages within 

Safety throughout the park and 
cleanliness of bathrooms came 
up often as an important issue 

for residents.

Programming
Core Themes

Speakouts

By The Numbers

Recreation Amenities

Park Amenities

Site Furnishing

Park Maintenance

Amenities Requested 214 Surveys
 Distributed

555 Postcards
 Distributed 

790 People
 Reached

“Playground for children of all abilities”

1

8

Strawberry Festival
Lucha Libre
4th Fest
Greased Lightning
Texas Children’s Health
Plan Back to School
ABC Dental Fair
Senior Expo
Houston Food Bank: 
Food Pantry

Locations

2
4

Park AmenityProgramming

Park Maintenance

Site Furnishing

65

76

26

55 132

Recreation 
Amenity 

73

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8

Spencer Hwy

6

5

Red Bluff Rd

225

8

Strawberry 
Park

Holly Bay 
Court Burke 

Crenshaw Park 

Armand Bayou 
Nature Center 

=10 People

“Lots of trees, trails, and better lighting”

“More butterflies and flowers”

4. Phase 1 Infographic 5. Community Engagement Phase 2 
Report
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2. Community Health
Layer Name Source Description

Asthma 2019 Center for Disease 
Control (CDC)

Annual prevalence of asthma among adults

High Blood Pressure 2019 CDC Biennial prevalence of high blood pressure

Cancer (Except Skin) 2019 CDC Biennial prevalence of non-skin cancer

High Cholesterol 2019 CDC Biennial prevalence of people with high cholesterol of all people who 
reported having their cholesterol checked in the past five years 

Chronic Kidney 
Disease

2019 CDC Annual prevalence of chronic kidney disease among adults

COPD 2019 CDC Annual prevalence among adults of those with chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD), emphysema, or chronic bronchitis.

Coronary Heart 
Disease

2019 CDC Annual prevalence among adults with angina or coronary heart disease 

Diabetes 2019 CDC Annual prevalence of adults with diabetes

Mental Health 2019 CDC Annual prevalence of adults who report 14 or more days during the past 
30 days during which their mental health was not good.

Stroke 2019 CDC Annual prevalence of adults who have had a stroke

Health Insurance 2019 CDC Adults who reported having health insurance

Binge Drinking 2019 CDC Annual prevalence of adults who report having five or more drinks (men) 
or four or more drinks (women) on an occasion in the past 30 days.

Current Smoking 2019 CDC Annual prevalence of adults who report having smoked ≥100 cigarettes in 
their lifetime and currently smoke every day or some days.

Obesity 2019 CDC "Annual prevalence of adults who have a body mass index (BMI) ≥30.0 kg/
m² calculated from self-reported weight and height.

Sleep <7 Hours 2019 CDC Annual prevalence of adults who report usually getting insufficient sleep

Food Access 2015 US Department of 
Agriculture 

Identifies vulnerable areas based on areas that fall beyond .5 - 1 mile away 
from a supermarket.

Vacant Lot Density 2019 City of Pasadena Identifies vulnerable populations based on proximity to a high density of 
vacant land, prioritized based on land uses.

Heat Exposure 2010 National Center for 
Atmospheric Research

Identifies areas based on the number of days that the heat index was 
higher than 108 by census tract.

Running and Cycling 
Data

2018 Strava through 
TxDOT

Identify drops in pedestrian and bicycle trips per day as temperatures 
increase, indicating a behavior change correlated with heat.

Air Quality 2017 Environmental 
Protection Agency 
Environmental Justice 
Screening

Identifies areas based on census tracts with high ozone and pm25.

1. Socioeconomic Vulnerability
Layer Name Source Description

Low income 
households

US Census American Community 
Survey 2013-2017 5 year data

Identifies vulnerable populations based on the percent low income 
households in a census tract.

Less than high 
school education

US Census American Community 
Survey 2013-2017 5 year data

Identifies vulnerable populations based on the percent of people 
age 25 and older in a census tract that do not have a high school 
diploma.

People of color US Census American Community 
Survey 2013-2017 5 year data

Identifies vulnerable populations based on the percent of total 
population in a tract that are not white, plus are Hispanic or Latino 
of any race.

Linguistic Isolation US Census American Community 
Survey 2013-2017 5 year data

Identifies vulnerable populations based on the percent of people 
in a block group living in linguistically isolated households. A 
linguistically isolated household is a household in which all 
members age 18 years and over speak a language other than 
English and also speak English less than "very well".

Disabled 
population

US Census American Community 
Survey 2013-2017 5 year data

Identifies vulnerable populations based on the percent of total 
civilian non-institutionalized population in a tract that have a 
disability.

Households 
without cars

US Census American Community 
Survey 2013-2017 5 year data

Identifies vulnerable populations based on the percent of occupied 
housing units with no car available.

Population under 
age 5

US Census American Community 
Survey 2013-2017 5 year data

Identifies vulnerable populations based on percent of people in a 
census tract under the age of 5.

Population under 
age 19

US Census American Community 
Survey 2013-2017 5 year data

Identifies vulnerable populations based on percent of people in a 
census tract under the age of 19.

Population over 
age 64

US Census American Community 
Survey 2013-2017 5 year data

Identifies vulnerable populations based on percent of people in a 
census tract over the age of 65.

Foreign Born US Census American Community 
Survey 2013-2017 5 year data

Identifies vulnerable population based on the percent of 
populations who are foreign born in a census tract.

Homeownership US Census American Community 
Survey 2013-2017 5 year data

Identifies vulnerable populations based on the percent of renter 
households in a census tract.

Single Parent 
Households

US Census American Community 
Survey 2013-2017 5 year data

Identifies vulnerable populations based on percent of single parent 
families (with own children under the age of 18) in a census tract.

Disconnected 
Youth

US Census American Community 
Survey 2013-2017 5 year data

Identifies vulnerable population based on the percent of youth (16-
19) who do not have a high school diploma, and are unemployed 
and not in the labor force in a census tract.
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4. Park Access
Layer Name Source Description

Walking: All Public 
Parks

2019 City of Pasadena 
2019 Houston Parks Board

Half-mile walkshed generated regardless of park type.

Walking: School 
Parks

School spark parks: ISD & ArcGIS All school parks located in Pasadena

Walking: HOA Parks Pasadena Parks & Recreation Dept. All homeowner's association parks located in Pasadena

Walking and driving 2019 City of Pasadena 
2019 Houston Parks Board

Half mile walkshed generated for pocket and neighborhood 
parks. Driving for community, regional, and regional+.

-Pocket parks: are <1 acre and have a service area of 0.25 
miles 
-Neighborhood parks: are 1-15 acres and have a service area of 
0.5 miles 
-Community parks: are 15-30 acres and have a service area of 
2 miles 
-Regional parks: are 30-200 acres and have a service area of 5 
miles 
-Regional+ parks: are >200 acres and have a service area of 10 
miles

Sidewalk Availability 2019 Houston-Galveston Area 
Council

Used as part of network to determine gaps in access

Population Density US Census American Community 
Survey 2013-2017 5 year data

Population data that is clipped to residential parcels to 
determine density and then normalized across data

Road Classifications 2019 TxDOT Identifies the different road classifications, with arterial, 
collector, and local roads ranked from worst to best.

Low income 
households

US Census American Community 
Survey 2013-2017 5 year data

Identifies vulnerable populations based on the percent low 
income households in a census tract.

Population under 
age 19

US Census American Community 
Survey 2013-2017 5 year data

Identifies vulnerable populations based on percent of people in 
a census tract under the age of 19.

Amenities Pasadena Healthy Parks Plan online 
survey and telephone poll

Amenities have been included based off the top 4 amenities 
(pavilions, playgrounds, restrooms, and pathways) indicated on 
the online survey and telephone poll.

3. Environmental Vulnerability
Layer Name Source Description

Environmental Risk

Flood Zone 2015 Federal Emergency Management 
Agency National Flood Hazard Layer

Identifies areas that are in floodways, the 100-year 
floodplain, and the 100-year floodplain estimates based on 
FEMA flood zone classifications.

Truck routes and 
highways

2014 Houston Area Council District Identified areas that are within a 200 foot buffer around 
truck routes

Poor Water Quality Texas Water Development Board Identifies areas that have been found to have reduced 
water quality.

Truck routes and 
highways

2014 Houston Area Council District Identified areas that are within a 200 foot buffer around 
truck routes

Superfund Sites 2019 Superfund Sites TCEQ Identifies areas that are within a 500 foot buffer of a 
superfund site

Soil Contamination 2019 Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality

Sites with soil and groundwater contamination from 
industrial and municipal hazardous and industrial non-
hazardous wastes.

Heat Islands 2017 Landsat 8 OLI/TIRS C1 Level-1 
United States Geological Survey

Identifies sites that are higher in temperature than the 
average temperature of the study area.

Erosion Potential 2018 Natural Resources Conservation 
Service

Identifies areas of high erosion potential based on current 
degree of erosion

Sea Level 2018 National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

Sea level projection data that identifies which places in 
Pasadena will become inundated with water.

Industrial Facilities 2015 Houston Galveston Area Council Identifies areas that are within a 500 foot buffer of 
industrial facilities

Environmental Value

Tree Canopy Cover 2019 Houston-Galveston Area Council Identifies sites that have a high density of tree canopy .

Wetlands 2019 Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department Wetlands

Identifies areas that are within a 200 foot buffer of 
wetlands.

Streams and 
Bayous

2015 Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality Stream Segments 
and City of Houston

Identifies areas that are within a 200 foot buffer of 
streams and bayous .

Species Richness iNaturalist Data Identifies areas of Pasadena with high biodiversity.

Light Pollution 2013 National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

Identifies sources of light pollution

Habitat Map 2015 Houston Galveston Area Council 
2019 City of Pasadena Public Works 
2019 Forestry Data Houston Galveston 
Area Council

Identifies vulnerable habitats.
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Pasadena Planning 
Context
This section outlines additional plans and reports that are 
relevant to the Healthy Parks Plan. The plans and reports are 
divided into five sections: (1) City-wide park and trails plans; 
(2) Additional Park-related Pasadena Plans; (3) Site-specific 
Park and Open Space Plans; (4) Additional Pasadena Plans; 
and (5) Park-related Regional Plans. For each plan and report, 
there is a brief note included about how it is being addressed 
in the Healthy Parks Plan process.

City-wide Park and Trails 
Plans
Pasadena Parks, Recreation, and Open 
Space (PROS) Master Plan (1998)
The 1998 PROS plan was prepared by Clark Condon 
Associates. It outlines strategies for accommodating the 
recreation needs of Pasadena residents. The objectives of 
the plan included: (1) Connect parks and community facilities 
with a network of hike and bike trails; (2) Utilize greenways 
and utility easements for recreation; (3) Create a water 
connection between the north portion of the city and Armand 
Bayou in the southern section of the city; (4) Identify, acquire, 
and protect any other historically significant feature within 
the city and any ties that may be made to other nearby sites. 
In a survey conducted for the PROS plan, residents indicated 
that trail development was their highest priority for improving 
park amenities. 

•	 The 1998 PROS plan informed many of the questions 
asked and issues addressed as part of the Healthy 
Parks Plan. Table 2-5 at the end of this section shows all 
the goals in the 1998 PROS plan along with how much 
progress has been made toward the goals—or whether 
they are no longer applicable. 

Pasadena Bayou/Greenbelt Trails Master 
Plan (2001)
The 2001 Pasadena Bayou/Greenbelt Trails Master Plan 
was prepared by Alta Transportation Consulting, Livable 
Communities Consulting, and SLA Studio Land. The plan 
recommends design and development of an interconnected 
system of multi-use trails—shared use paths that can be 
used by a variety of users including people biking, hiking, 
running, or using wheelchairs (including motorized). The 
plan recommends linking to and between the city’s existing 
trails (loop in Strawberry Park, trails in Crenshaw and 
Memorial Park, shared use path on Bay Area Boulevard, and 
walking paths in the Armand Bayou Nature Center), parks, 
neighborhoods, and other community destinations. The goals 
of the plan were to (1) provide a perimeter trail around the 
entire city; (2) utilize as many aesthetically pleasing, natural 
settings as possible, especially bayous and utility corridors; 
(3) provide an effective management and maintenance plan 
that promotes responsible use of the trail system; and (4) 
develop an effective funding and implementation plan. 

•	 The 2001 Bayou/Greenbelt Trails Master Plan informed 
many of the questions asked and issues addressed as 
part of the Healthy Parks Plan. There has not been a 
great deal of progress made on the recommendations 
of this plan since 2001, but the Healthy Parks Plan 
builds the recommendations from the 2001 plan into the 
connectivity recommendations outlined in Chapter 9.

Additional Park-Related 
Pasadena Plans
City of Pasadena Livable Centers (2020) 
Livable Centers are places where people can live, work, 
and play with less reliance on their cars. The program, led 
by the Houston-Galveston Area Council, works with local 
communities to become more walkable, connected, and 
accessible. Livable Centers studies consider improvements 
to the mobility network and land use planning practices 
which can provide residents and businesses access to quality 
services and amenities. Pasadena’s Livable Centers study 
began in early 2020 and will be completed later this year. The 
study focuses on the historical center of Pasadena between 
Shaw Avenue (north), Red Bluff Road (east), Richey Avenue 
(west), and Southmore (south). The Livable Centers study is 
a needs assessment that will look at options for connectivity, 
alternative transportation, and redevelopment. The goal of 

the study is to tie together existing plans, build upon past and 
current infrastructure improvements, improve pedestrian and 
bike infrastructure, and blend greenspace amenities along 
with housing and economic development into a unified vision 
and implementation plan.

•	 The Healthy Parks Plan team has collaborated closely 
with the Livable Centers team. The Healthy Parks Plan 
builds on preliminary results from the Livable Centers 
Study and makes specific recommendations for priority 
parks in the Livable Centers area. 

Pasadena Livable Centers Study Area
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Building a More Walkable Pasadena 
(2019)
The “Building a More Walkable Pasadena” report was 
prepared by the YMCA of Greater Houston based on a 
walkability workshop and leadership presentation with Mark 
Fenton, a national public health, transportation, and planning 
expert. The report recommends several infrastructure 
projects and policy changes to improve walkability in 
Pasadena. The infrastructure projects include Harris Avenue/
Strawberry Road roundabout, Ginn Drive safety improvement, 
and neighborhood road diet (selecting a four-lane road near 
a school and creating protected bike lanes). The policy 
recommendations are to pass ordinances for redevelopment 
to require improved best practices in design; adopt a 
Complete Streets policy; launch a neighborhood traffic-
calming program; and establish a formalized mechanism of 
public input on code and ordinance updates. 

•	 Many of the participants in the walkability workshop 
and leadership presentation were also members of the 
Advisory Committee for the Healthy Parks Plan.

Keeping Our Kids and Communities Safe: 
Safe Routes to Schools Action Plan for 
Pasadena (2018)
The development of the “Keeping Our Kids and Communities 
Safe: Safe Routes to Schools Action Plan for Pasadena” 
was led by Harris County Public Health, Healthy Living 
Matters, City of Pasadena, Pasadena Vibrant Community, 
and Pasadena Independent School District. The plan focuses 
on recommendations for priority elementary schools with 
no/limited bus service, high rates of free/reduced cost 
lunch, and readiness of school administration to participate 
in walk/bike to school events. Tier 1 priority schools are 
Gardens Elementary, Parks Elementary, Pomeroy Elementary, 
Red Bluff Elementary, Richey Elementary, South Shaver 
Elementary, and Sparks Elementary. The plan solicited 
public input through a survey of parents, outreach at walk- 
and bike-to-school events, and engagement at community 
health fairs and related community events. Distance and 
safety were identified as the biggest community concerns. 
Recommendations were made for lighting, sidewalks and 
signalized crossings; continued community education and 
events, and evaluation of outcomes. 

•	 The Healthy Parks Plan Advisory Committee included 
representatives from all of the organizations and 
agencies who contributed to the Safe Routes to Schools 
Action Plan. The Healthy Parks Plan’s detailed goals and 
objectives and connectivity analysis build on the key 
findings of the Safe Routes to Schools Action Plan.

Healthy Planning in Pasadena: A Health 
Impact Assessment (2016)
The Health Impact Assessment was prepared by the Harris 
County Department of Public Health in partnership with 
the Pasadena Planning Department. Recommendations 
in the Health Impact Assessment are intended to help 
minimize concentrating low-income residents in one area, 
reduce vacant lots, and reduce barriers to developers. 
The report recommends constructing housing away 
from environmental hazards and including community 
members in the planning process. Key issues identified by 
community members include traffic and unsafe streets, lack 
of public transportation, need for recycling and play space 
at apartment complexes, lack of green space and trees 
in the city, need for more jobs, and perception of safety in 
community parks. 

•	 Several representatives of the Harris County Department 
of Public Health served on the Healthy Parks Plan 
Advisory Committee. These representatives, along with 
the analysis in the Health Impact Assessment, provided 
guidance for the Healthy Parks Plan’s Community Profile 
and for the Community Health Index. The need for more 
green space and trees and the perception of safety in 
community parks are both explicitly addressed in the 
Healthy Parks Plan. 

Site-specific Park and Open 
Space Plans
Armand Bayou Watershed Plan (2006)
The Armand Bayou Watershed Plan was prepared by the 
Coastal Coordination Council. The Armand Bayou Watershed 
encompasses 59 square miles (37,822 acres) in the Gulf 
Coast Prairies and Marshes ecoregion. The City of Houston, 
City of Pasadena, City of La Porte, City of Deer Park, City of 
Taylor Lake Village, and Harris County all have jurisdiction 
in portions of the Armand Bayou Watershed. The mission 
of the Armand Bayou Watershed Partnership is “to protect, 
preserve, and enhance the ecological integrity of the Armand 
Bayou watershed while improving the quality of life in our 
communities.” 

•	 The Armand Bayou Watershed Plan provided important 
context for the Healthy Parks Plan, particularly related to 
the history of local water quality issues and watershed 
health. 

Armand Bayou Greenprint (2006)
The Armand Bayou Greenprint was prepared by The Trust 
for Public Land in partnership with Armand Bayou Nature 
Center, and the City of Pasadena. The goals of the greenprint 
are to protect habitat, improve water quality, reduce flood 
damage, and provide public access and recreation. Building 
on stakeholder-driven mapping of priority areas, The Trust 
for Public Land organized a stewardship exchange to bring 
together interdisciplinary professionals who have developed 
successful watershed programs to share their expertise. 
Participants in the stewardship exchange addressed 
opportunities for nature tourism, need for public support 
for open space protection, local funding opportunities, local 
policies, and strategies for flood management. 

•	 The Armand Bayou Greenprint provided context for the 
Healthy Parks Plan, particularly related to stewardship of 
Armand Bayou. 

Middle Armand Bayou Master Plan
The Middle Armand Bayou Master Plan was prepared by 
Glenn Laird with the Harris County Flood Control Department 
in 2016 as part of a RESTORE Act submittal. The Middle 
Armand Bayou area is northwest of the Armand Bayou 
Nature Center. The master plan includes restoration of 
coastal flatwoods, coastal tall grass prairie, and prairie 
pothole habitat in addition to opportunities for active and 
passive recreation. 

•	 The Healthy Parks Plan makes some key 
recommendations for acquisition to support the 
connectivity through Middle Armand Bayou.

Strawberry Park Master Plan (2008)
Clark Condon Associates developed the Strawberry Park 
Master Plan in 2008. The master plan proposes almost 
$28 million in improvements for Strawberry Park over 
four phases. The recommended improvements included a 
baseball complex, aquatic center, tennis courts, skate park, 
playground, and picnic pavilion. In keeping with this Master 
Plan, the Baseball Complex was renovated in 2010; the water 
park renovated and upgraded in 2013; tennis courts were 
resurfaced in 2013; and the playground was replaced in 2015. 
No skate park or pavilion has been added at Strawberry Park.

•	 The Healthy Parks Plan makes 5 key recommendations 
for the park and multiple recommendations for greenway 
trail connections to Strawberry Park.
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Additional Pasadena Plans
City of Pasadena Strategic Plan (2020)
The City-wide Strategic Plan is intended to be a collaborative 
vision for Pasadena that will shape and inform development 
for years to come. Typically, a strategic plan is the big-picture 
document that serves as a city's roadmap and is used 
to prioritize initiatives, resources, goals, and department 
operations and projects. The City of Pasadena’s strategic 
planning process began in early 2020, but public outreach 
was interrupted by COVID-19. 

•	 The Healthy Parks Plan team has collaborated closely 
with the City-wide Strategic Plan team. The final Healthy 
Parks Plan will be integrated into the overall City-wide 
Strategic Plan. 

Economic Development Strategic Plan 
(2018)
Pasadena’s Economic Development Strategic Plan was 
prepared by the Pasadena Economic Development 
Corporation. The plan outlines six goals related to (1) 
marketing and image, (2) business development, (3) 
workforce, (4) catalyst projects, (5) tourism and retail, and (6) 
support structures for economic development. 

•	 In keeping with the priorities outlined in the Economic 
Development Strategic Plan, the Healthy Parks Plan 
identifies opportunities for park system improvements to 
increase local quality of life and to draw more visitors to 
Pasadena. 

North Pasadena Redevelopment Plan 
(2009)
The North Pasadena Redevelopment Plan was prepared by 
Wilbur Smith Associates in 2009. It outlines opportunities for 
improving quality of life in the North Pasadena area, including 
proposing transportation improvements and highlighting the 
proposed hike and bike trails from the 2001 Bayou/Greenbelt 
Trails Master Plan. 

•	 Because the Healthy Parks Plan is equity-driven, much 
of the analysis and many of the recommendations are 
focused on the areas in North Pasadena where there are 
the highest levels of socioeconomic vulnerability and 
health inequity. 

Shaw Street (2013) and Southmore 
(2014) Redevelopment Studies
The redevelopment studies for the Shaw Street and 
Southmore areas of Pasadena were prepared by Community 
Development Strategies Market Research. Both of these 
areas are in northern Pasadena. The redevelopment 
studies highlight recommendations that are “intended to be 
attainable and meaningful, improving the odds of achieving 
aesthetic, financial, organizational, and emotional progress 
in an area of town that was once the heart of Pasadena, but 
has been forgotten for some time.” Neither plan specifically 
addresses parks, but both are focused on reinvestment in 
northern Pasadena. 

•	 Because the Healthy Parks Plan is equity-driven, much 
of the analysis and many of the recommendations are 
focused on the areas in North Pasadena where there are 
the highest levels of socioeconomic vulnerability and 
health inequity.

Regional Plans
Our Great Region 2040
Houston-Galveston Area Council’s high-level Our Great 
Region 2040 Plan examines trends in the 13-county H-GAC 
region to propose broad goals and strategies for meeting 
long-term objectives related to economic development, the 
environment, healthy communities, housing, transportation, 
and resilience. The plan incorporates public input, assesses 
existing conditions within the H-GAC area, and incorporates 
growth projections related to the region’s anticipated 3.7 
million person population increase by 2040. The plan is 
accompanied by a strategy playbook describing more than 
80 voluntary strategies governments, organizations, and 
individuals can utilize to implement this vision. 

•	 The Our Great Region 2040 Plan provides general 
context for the Healthy Parks Plan. 

Bayou Greenways 2020 (2012) 
Bayou Greenways 2020 is the region’s largest greenway 
project. Led by the Houston Parks Board and the City of 
Houston, it opens over 3,000 acres of public greenspace 
and creates 150 miles of trails along nine of the city's major 
bayous through a $220 million public-private partnership. 
The goal is to create a connected network of parks and 
trails throughout the city to improve park access and active 
transportation circulation, reduce flood impacts, and enhance 
the natural environment. The inspiration for the plan came 
in part from a 1912 plan for Houston (from planner Arthur 
Comey), which called for the creation of linear parks along 
Brays, Buffalo, and White Oak Bayous. When completed, 60 
percent of Houston’s population will reside within 1.5 miles of 
one of Houston’s Bayou Greenways. 

•	 Bayou Greenways 2020 is focused on the City of 
Houston, but its focus on using bayou greenways to 
create multibenefit parks and trails has informed the 
Healthy Parks Plan. 

Beyond the Bayous (2017)
Beyond the Bayous plan is led by the Houston Parks Board. 
The plan creates a framework for continued improvement of 
parks, trails, open space, and communities overall. Similar 
to Bayou Greenways 2020, Beyond the Bayous looks to 
create equitable open space access, increase connectivity, 
and enhance urban ecosystems. The plan does include 
some recommendations for bayou enhancement, such 
as Bayou Greenways 2020’s expansion to secondary 
bayous and bayous outside the Houston city limits, as well 
as the creation of connections between existing bayous. 
However, the plan also examines non-bayou opportunities 
to meet these objectives, such as retrofitting street right of 
ways, preserving/reclaiming floodplains, acquiring vacant 
land, and improving existing parks. The report makes a 
series of neighborhood-level policy and implementation 
recommendations. These include increased collaboration 
between public and private agencies and the identification 
of potential partners and funding sources. The plan also 
emphasizes a “complete communities” approach that 
goes beyond parks to incorporate a broader reinvestment 
strategy including jobs, walkable streets, affordable housing, 
social services, and transit. The plan utilizes GIS analysis in 
order to assess vulnerability and incorporate data related 
to socioeconomic status, flood risk, park access, and many 
other datasets into final recommendations. Additional 
stakeholder outreach, community participation, cost 
estimates, maintenance plans, and benefits analysis are all 
recommended as next steps.

•	 The Healthy Parks Plan is closely tied to the 
recommendations of Beyond the Bayous. In particular, 
the Healthy Parks Plan identifies opportunities to use 
improvements to the park system, including connectivity, 
to create equitable open space access and enhance 
urban ecosystems. 



Priority Projects and Priority Projects and 
Capital ImprovementsCapital ImprovementsFF
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Project Map Score
PA Score (If 
applicable)

Scale Park Type
Top 10 

Priority Park
Livable 
Centers

Low Cost* High Cost* Calculations

Construct a 2nd bridge over Vince Bayou to create a loop trail 3.96 4.13 Site Community Yes Yes $1,000,000 $1,300,000

Improve drainage and park riparian ecology by using bioswales planted with native 
vegetation in drainage problem areas; and, by restoring the riparian zone along Vince 
Bayou, including limiting mowing

3.96 4.13 Site Community Yes Yes $75,000 $150,000
Riparian Edge along Vince Bayou length: 2010 feet (L), 
40' (W)

Plant vegetative buffers along Pasadena Freeway and W Jackson Ave to mitigate noise 
pollution and help cool the park

3.96 4.13 Site Community Yes Yes $50,000 $75,000

Considering a rate of $3/sq ft for vegetation, 
vegetative buffer 300 ft (L) X 10 ft (W) - 3,000 sq ft 
= $9,000; 30 trees as 60' off center, $1,200/tree = 
$36,000

Create an interpretive program with signage for Memorial Park including historic, 
cultural, and environmental education

3.96 4.13 Site Community Yes Yes $100,000 $150,000 Considering 10 signs and a rate of $10,000/sign

Create a large, sheltered gathering space for families and friends to gather 3.96 4.13 Site Community Yes Yes $100,000 $150,000 Considering $100,000/shelter

1. Memorial Park

*Low and High Costs indicated are for construction cost only.  They do not include any design, permitting, or contingency costs.  Add 30-40% to construction cost to estimate total project costs.
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2. Parklane Play Lot
Project Map Score

PA Score (If 
applicable)

Scale Park Type
Top 10 

Priority Park
Livable 
Centers

Low Cost* High Cost* Calculations

Create an ADA-focused park 4.23 2.98 Site Neighborhood Yes Yes N/A N/A
We have already considered adding sidewalks and 
pathways below, which will be ADA accessible

Preserve existing tree canopy to retain shade and cooling benefits for the neighborhood 4.23 2.98 Site Neighborhood Yes Yes N/A N/A Assuming no major construction needed

Ensure all new investments in Parklane are flood resilient 4.23 2.98 Site Neighborhood Yes Yes N/A N/A

Restore native vegetation along drainage channel and reduce mowing frequency 4.23 2.98 Site Neighborhood Yes Yes $35,000 $50,000
Native vegetation 550 ft (L) X 20 ft (W) - 11,000 sq ft; 
considering a rate of $3/sq ft. 

Create a cohesive connection for Parkland Park as a key neighborhood connection to 
Memorial Park and the future Vince Bayou Greenway, including wayfinding signage

4.23 2.98 Site Neighborhood Yes Yes $25,000 $50,000 Connection to Vince Bayou: 250 ft

Install bike parking 4.23 2.98 Site Neighborhood Yes Yes $10,000 $25,000

Create meditative, passive spaces by adding additional bench seating at key locations 4.23 2.98 Site Neighborhood Yes Yes $20,000 $30,000 Bench / $2,500, Considering 8 nos.

Install sidewalks adjacent to the park and clear walking paths within 4.23 2.98 Site Neighborhood Yes Yes $125,000 $150,000
Sidewalk length - 1,700 ft, 8 ft width, 1,550 sq yards, 
Considering $80/sq yard

*Low and High Costs indicated are for construction cost only.  They do not include any design, permitting, or contingency costs.  Add 30-40% to construction cost to estimate total project costs.
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Project Map Score
PA Score (If 
applicable)

Scale Park Type
Top 10 

Priority Park
Livable 
Centers

Low Cost* High Cost* Calculations

Create a more defined, cohesive, and connected perimeter 3.2 3 Site Pocket Yes Nearby $50,000 $300,000

Planting trees to provide shade, cooling, and noise abatement near seating areas, and to 
provide more screening along the park perimeter

3.2 3 Site Pocket Yes Nearby $30,000 $50,000
Perimeter of park: 1,020 ft, considering 25 trees and 
$1,200/tree

Providing small structural shade over existing amenities 3.2 3 Site Pocket Yes Nearby $100,000 $150,000 Considering $100,000/shelter

Installing air quality monitoring equipment and create a warning system for park users if 
air quality becomes a risk factor

3.2 3 Site Pocket Yes Nearby $25,000 $100,000

3. Light Company Park

4. Strawberry Park
Project Map Score

PA Score (If 
applicable)

Scale Park Type
Top 10 

Priority Park
Livable 
Centers

Low Cost* High Cost* Calculations

Refurbishing and activating the pavilion 3.76 3.8 Site Regional Yes No $50,000 $500,000
Pavilion will need to be assessed to determine 
refurbishing needs.

Targeting key social gathering and activity buffer areas for concentrated tree planting 
efforts

3.76 3.8 Site Regional Yes No $45,000 $60,000 Considering 35 trees and $1,200/tree

Improve internal park connectivity to ensure amenities are well-connected to ADA 
walkways; improve wayfinding

3.76 3.8 Site Regional Yes No $100,000 $200,000
Considering 10 signs and a rate of $2,500/siign, 
Additional walkway - 1,000 sq yard, considering $80/
sq yard

Enhance key park "gateways" with entrance signage and plantings to improve the 
pedestrian experience

3.76 3.8 Site Regional Yes No $100,000 $200,000 Considering 5 signs and a rate of $20,000/sign

Partnering with Bailey Elementary to improve the physical connection between the 
school and park

3.76 3.8 Site Regional Yes No $150,000 $300,000
Crosswalks (75-150k) plus pathway 700 ft (L), 8 ft (W) 
- 650 sq yards, considering $115/ sq yards
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6. El Jardin Beach

5. Ghana Play Lot
Project Map Score

PA Score (If 
applicable)

Scale Park Type
Top 10 

Priority Park
Livable 
Centers

Low Cost* High Cost* Calculations

A re-envisioning of the connection to the adjacent channel as a natural asset and a 
potential long-term connection downstream to Holly Bay and a future regional greenway 
trail system

2.15 3.52 Site Pocket Yes No $500,000 $700,000 1 mile length

Integration of local public art in the park 2.15 3.52 Site Pocket Yes No $10,000 $50,000

Project Map Score
PA Score (If 
applicable)

Scale Park Type
Top 10 

Priority Park
Livable 
Centers

Low Cost* High Cost* Calculations

Restoring the diversity and quality of the vegetative buffer/dune system between the 
main park area and beach including enhancing the width, with a specific interest in 
improving habitat quality and storm surge protection

2.14 3.5 Site Neighborhood Yes No $500,000 $600,000
1,300 ft (L), 125 ft (W) - 162,500 sq ft, considering 
$3/sq ft

Plant salt-tolerant tree species near seating areas to provide more shade and wind 
protection

2.14 3.5 Site Neighborhood Yes No $10,000 $20,000 Considering 8 trees and $1,200/tree

Re-locate and re-orient the parking lot with a focus on minimizing its presence in the 
core park areas

2.14 3.5 Site Neighborhood Yes No $60,000 $100,000
1,500 sq ft area = 165 sq yard, Considering $150/sq 
yard, 30 - 50 k demolition 

*Low and High Costs indicated are for construction cost only.  They do not include any design, permitting, or contingency costs.  Add 30-40% to construction cost to estimate total project costs.
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7. Bliss Meadows Park
Project Map Score

PA Score (If 
applicable)

Scale Park Type
Top 10 

Priority Park
Livable 
Centers

Low Cost* High Cost* Calculations

Leveraging underutilized space to create a habitat zone including the planting of 
pollinator plants, more diverse species selection, a mechanism for a small pooling of 
water (for habitat support), and a secluded seating area to enjoy the natural experience

2.42 3.49 Site Neighborhood Yes No $300,000 $400,000
1,200 ft (L), 75 ft (W) - 90,000 sq ft, Considering $3/ sf 
for vegetation, Addition of $25,000 for water pooling 
and seating

Utilize green infrastructure to improve the natural drainage within the park 2.42 3.49 Site Neighborhood Yes No $170,000 $275,000
Bioswale - 500 ft x 10 ft, considering $25/ sf; rain 
garden - 100 ft x 30 ft, considering $15/ sf

Work with Harris County Flood Control District on expansion of park into the adjacent 
detention basin

2.42 3.49 Site Neighborhood Yes No $550,000 $750,000

Trail- 4,300 ft (L) X 10 ft (W), 4,780 sq yards - 
considering $80/ sq yard - $383,000; Vegetation along 
trails - 4,300 ft x 10 ft, 43,000 sq ft, considering $3/sf 
for vegetation, $129,000

Connect the core area of existing Bliss Meadows Park to Armand Bayou detention 
features to the east and northeast with a loop trail and potential connection to a larger 
regional greenway system

2.42 3.49 Site Neighborhood Yes No $25,000 $50,000
Sidewalk length - 300 ft, 8 ft width, 265 sq yards, 
Considering $80 / sq yard

Restore riparian areas along detention features and Armand Bayou and utilize the site to 
and operations standards for these types of spaces

2.42 3.49 Site Neighborhood Yes No $400,000 $700,000

Considering riparian edge of 3,500 ft, a rate of 
$3/sq ft for vegetation, vegetative buffer 3,500 ft (L) X 
30 ft (W) - 105,000 sq ft = $315,000; 70 trees as 50' off 
center, $1,200 /tree = $84,000

8. Oaks Drive Play Lot
Project Map Score

PA Score (If 
applicable)

Scale Park Type
Top 10 

Priority Park
Livable 
Centers

Low Cost* High Cost* Calculations

Plant trees and provide structural shade over seating areas 3.23 3.43 Site Pocket Yes Nearby $25,000 $50,000
Considering 5 trees and $1,200/tree, $10,000 X 2 
structures

Remove half moon basketball court 3.23 3.43 Site Pocket Yes Nearby $8,000 $15,000 Area: 265 sq yards, Considering $30/sq yard

Create opportunities for local artists to create culturally relevant art installations 3.23 3.43 Site Pocket Yes Nearby $10,000 $50,000

Enhanced community gathering space 3.23 3.43 Site Pocket Yes Nearby $100,000 $150,000 Considering adding one shelter
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9. Tatar Park
Project Map Score

PA Score (If 
applicable)

Scale Park Type
Top 10 

Priority Park
Livable 
Centers

Low Cost* High Cost* Calculations

Add structural and vegetative buffering along the southwestern edge 3.24 3.35 Site Pocket Yes No $30,000 $50,000
Considering a rate of $3/sq ft for vegetation, 
vegetative buffer 250 ft (L) X 10 ft (W) - 2,500 sq ft = 
$7,500, For Structural buffer - $75 / Linear ft, $18,750

Preserve existing tree canopy to retain shade and cooling benefits for the neighborhood 3.24 3.35 Site Pocket Yes No N/A N/A Assuming no major construction needed

Create crosswalks across Pasadena Blvd to improve safety of access 3.24 3.35 Site Pocket Yes No $75,000 $150,000

Project Map Score
PA Score (If 
applicable)

Scale Park Type
Top 10 

Priority Park
Livable 
Centers

Low Cost* High Cost* Calculations

Resurface parking area, pathways and court 3.28 3.18 Site Pocket Yes No $60,000 $80,000
Parking space - 400 sq yards, Considering $80/sq 
yard, court area - 2000 sq ft, 200 ft length for pathway

Creating more social gathering spaces with benches and picnic tables 3.28 3.18 Site Pocket Yes No $30,000 $50,000
8 Benches at $2,500/ bench, 2 picnic tables at $4,000/
table

Ensuring gathering spaces are oriented toward both key park amenities and shade 3.28 3.18 Site Pocket Yes No N/A N/A

10. Sherwood Park

*Low and High Costs indicated are for construction cost only.  They do not include any design, permitting, or contingency costs.  Add 30-40% to construction cost to estimate total project costs.
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11. Memorial Park to Strawberry Park
Project Map Score

PA Score (If 
applicable)

Scale Park Type
Top 10 

Priority Park
Livable 
Centers

Low Cost* High Cost* Calculations

Create a hike-and-bike trail that runs along Vince Bayou N/A N/A Regional Linear Yes Yes $1,250,000 $1,750,000

3.5 miles. 10 ft wide concrete path, 42,000 sq yards, 
considering $80/yard. Costs are for basic trail and 
minor street crossings. Other items that need to be 
considered during design are land acquisition (if 
necessary), pedestrian bridges, major road crossings, 
amenities and landscaping.

Ensure existing trails meet quality and accessibility standards for multi-modal users N/A N/A Regional Linear Yes $25,000 $250,000

12. Strawberry Park to Burke Crenshaw Park

13. Burke Crenshaw East Connections
Connections to both Holly Bay Park and northeast to Bliss Meadows Park along an 
existing Centerpoint Energy Easement

N/A N/A Regional Linear Yes $3,500,000 $4,000,000

7 miles length, 10 ft wide concrete path, 42,000 sq 
yards, considering $80/yard. Costs are for basic trail 
and minor street crossings. Other items that need to 
be considered during design are land acquisition (if 
necessary), pedestrian bridges, major road crossings, 
amenities and landscaping.

Extend trail systems within Armand Bayou north to both Holly Bay Park and Bliss 
Meadows

N/A N/A Regional Linear No No $1,900,000 $2,000,000

4 miles length, 10 ft wide concrete path, 42,000 sq 
yards, considering $80/yard. Costs are for basic trail 
and minor street crossings. Other items that need to 
be considered during design are land acquisition (if 
necessary), pedestrian bridges, major road crossings, 
amenities and landscaping.

Create a ROW protected or grade-separated hike-and-bike trail between Armand Bayou 
and El Jardin Beach

N/A N/A Regional Linear No No $3,500,000 $4,500,000

10 ft wide concrete path, 42000 sq yards, considering 
$80/yard. Costs are for basic trail and minor street 
crossings. Other items that need to be considered 
during design are land acquisition (if necessary), 
pedestrian bridges, major road crossings, amenities 
and landscaping.

14. Bliss Meadows Park to Armand Bayou National Park

15. Armand Bayou National Park to El Jardin Beach Park

11. Memorial Park to Strawberry Park
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Project Map Score
PA Score (If 
applicable)

Scale Park Type
Top 10 

Priority Park
Livable 
Centers

Low Cost* High Cost* Calculations

Implement connectivity improvements cited in the Pasadena Livable Centers Study N/A N/A Neighborhood N/A N/A N/A

Work with the Public Works Department to install crosswalks at key locations near 
priority parks as illustrated in the Key Crosswalks Map

N/A N/A Neighborhood N/A N/A N/A

Improve key connections between priority parks and community activity centers, 
schools, and bayous as identified in the Connectivity Recommendations Map, with 
sidewalk repairs, widened sidewalks where possible, shade provision, protected bike 
lanes, and enhanced landscape vegetation

N/A N/A Neighborhood N/A N/A N/A

16. Multiple

*Low and High Costs indicated are for construction cost only.  They do not include any design, permitting, or contingency costs.  Add 30-40% to construction cost to estimate total project costs.


