
 

 

The Madison Jobe Senior Center is a recreation facility for active adults 50 years of age and older. It is operated by 

the City of Pasadena Parks and Recreation Department and is located near the intersection of Red Bluff and Thomas, 

close to Hwy 225. Whether you are working, semi-retired, or retired, we offer a variety of great leisure, educational 

and personal development opportunities for you. Our programs offer activities that encourage and support health,   

creativity, and social interaction for active adults.   

Why not take the time to try something new? 

CENTER HOURS:  

MONDAY - FRIDAY 

  8 am - 4 pm 

Madisonjobe@ci.pasadena.tx.us 

1700 E. Thomas  

Pasadena, TX 77506 

713.477.0175 office 

713.477.0111 fax 

 

City of Pasadena 

May 2018 

Lou Ann Stories 
I have heard it said that there are about six basic things a person needs to be truly happy in this 
world: 1. Someone to love, 2. Something to do, 3. To feel needed/appreciated/loved, 4. To feel 
grateful, and 5. Something to hope for/faith and 6. Something to laugh about. 

We give lip service to many of the above and talking about the importance of each and I totally 
agree that each area very important but a few of these stand out more than others. Hope is one 
that must continually be nurtured and to keep it healthy in your heart and mind for it is hope that 
carries us in faith as well because hope is basically the belief that life will gradually reveal what is 
right for your life. 

Years ago I took the kids to Mount Ida in Arkansas and Crater of Diamonds State Park in Murfrees-
borough, Arkansas.  

Crater of Diamonds is a really fun park that offers park visitors a one-of-a-kind experience—the ad-
venture of hunting for real diamonds. The public can search about 38 acres of plowed field that is 
the eroded surface of the world's eighth largest diamond-bearing volcanic crater that is over 95 mil-
lion years old. If you find a diamond, it is yours to keep.  
 
Well we began our quest and search and dug all day long all over the place. WE found crystals that 
looked like diamonds and peridots that were a pretty green and a small garnet or two but they were 
almost tiny as a large grain of sand. We also go to see what the diamonds in the rough look like 
and they kind of have a greasy look to them and kind of shiny and are different colors ranging at 
that diamond mine from white to yellow to brown.   

They have helpers that are there to teach you how to look for the diamonds and share stories of 
where some were found. They will help you identify those diamonds as you prospect. Mining tools 
were available to rent so we rented our fun tools and we felt like old time prospectors about to dis-
cover treasures lost to the world.  
 
We just had a ball there and also went to close by Mount Ida where we could mine great big crystal 
and amethyst deposits.  They kind of form in veins in the soil and they were really fun to find.  The 
kinds found lots of these and we couldn’t even carry all of our stashes down the mountain.  

We learned about all kinds of quartz on that trip and brought back some fabulous finds that I still 
happen to be the keeper of. Not only do I have rocks in my head, I have rocks in my house as well 
and have had them for years.  

 



 

Lou Ann Stories continued 

The matrix or dirt like substance that diamonds are found in is called kimberlite and it is formed 
in the volcanoes.  It is a green like dirt like substance like you would think you might find on the 
moon because it is rather greenish gray.  The really cool thing about Crater of Diamonds Park is 
that they would sell you bags of the unprocessed kimberlite all “cutesied” up for gifts or you 
could pack some in your own duffel bags to take with you for free. Well of course when it got 
dark and time to leave, we filled our one smallish duffel bag to the top with kimberlite and we 
could hardly carry it to the car.  

What we did not realize is that we were really creating a big bag of hope. Every time money 
would get tight, we would threaten to process our bag of hope and maybe find the world’s larg-
est diamond. Then it got to the point that very few things were worthy of even thinking of pro-
cessing that bag because we were almost afraid that nothing would be there and we would 
have nothing to fall back on and lose our hope. Then we got to the point of agreeing that every 
one of the family members would need to be present when we did wash all the kimberlite but as 
everyone went to college, it got harder and harder to get everyone there at the same time and 
when we did, we were having so much fun that we would forget to do it.  I have dragged that 
bag around now to everywhere I have moved for more than 25 years, still intact and unopened.   

It is so funny that one small duffel bag of basically dirt, well OK, kimberlite, held so much hope 
for so many years. Hope is such an important thing to have and an even greater gift to give to 
others. Hope get s you through tough times and it gives you the belief that everything will some-
how turn out OK.   

I’m sure that if you think about it, you all have many bags of hope you never even thought about 
but in different forms. Maybe it is a special shirt, a special card that someone sent, a saying that 
you come across that makes you remember what hope feels like. Hope restores belief, restores 
the soul, restores faith and makes life a happy place where anything good can happen at any 
moment.  

So, I challenge you to gather up all your bags of hope and think about the things that make you 

happy and hopeful and look at them every day to feel the joy of daily living.  Hope is a rose 

blooming, a tomato plant producing a tomato to eat, a pretty photo or picture. Hope is every-

where. Find it and share it. It will make life happier. And I will bring my sack of hope up here for 

you all to see if you ask.  It’s just an old blue dusty duffel bag but it is filled with love, good 

times, and with lots of hope. 

Happy 

Mother’s  

Day 

 

Rules at MJSC 

There is a Wait List to almost all activities here at MJSC. 

Seniors who want to go can call and be on wait list for activities that are 

already full. This is the list we go by when there are vacancies and not 

just who shows up and signs in for MJSC events. 



 

May - Monthly to do’s:  

We are CLOSED Monday, May 28th for Memorial Day. 

SILVER STAR MEETING – is Tuesday, May 1st,  

at 2 pm. Special Guest speaker Viola Johnson with Angels 

Care Home Health  281.427.3510. 

CINCO DE MAYO CELEBRATION - Friday, 

May 4th from 11am to 2 pm.   

BUNCO (Every Monday Except TRIAD     

Monday or a holiday) – Mondays from 10 am - 2 pm 

on May 7th, and 14th. Please bring your sack lunch and join 

in the fun with head hostess, Ruby Belch. Cost is $3. Prizes 

will be awarded! 

CROCHET CLUB - will meet Tuesday May 8th and 

Tuesday, May 22nd at 10 am and meeting inside the quilt 

room. All are invited to join this fun group. 

TUTS – Tuesday, May 8th. We will see the produc-

tion of “Hamilton.” A multiple Tony award winning 

show. The bus will leave the center at 4:45 pm.  

COUSHATTA - will be Wednesday, May 9th. The cost 

is $10 PLEASE park against the fences at the center. Please 

call Jim Campbell at 713.703.8084 or 713.477.0175 for info. 

THRIFT STORE OUTING - Wednesday, May 9th 

and we will be leaving at 9:30 to go to Alvin Antique Center 

& Marketplace. 

DAY TRIP - Thursday, May 10th. We will be visiting      

Sam Houston Tour on the ship channel. We will be leaving 

the center at 9 am and cost is $6. All will need Photo ID! We 

will lunch at the Monument Inn. 

LUNCH AND A MOVIE – Friday, May 11th. We 

will watch “The Mountain Between Us.” Stranded on a    

mountain after a tragic plane crash, two strangers must work 

together to endure the extreme elements of the remote, snow

-covered terrain. Realizing that help is not on the way, they 

embark on a perilous journey across hundreds of miles of 

wilderness, pushing each other to survive and discovering 

their inner strength.. Lunch is $2 and will be served at 11 

am. 

LUNCH BUNCH – Thursday, May 17th. We will be 

leaving at 10:30 am. We will be heading to Alpine Brauhaus 

in Webster. 

TRIAD – will be Monday, May 21st 10:30 am. Guest 

speaker will be Social Security Administration Public affairs 

Specialist Andrew Hardwick. This meeting is a partnership 

of seniors, law enforcement and community. “Knowledge is 

Power! Investigate before you invest!” 

BINGO - Wednesday, May 23rd from 1 pm to 3 pm. 

Come and have fun and share the afternoon with friends. 

Each participant will have a two card limit per game. Come 

join the Fun!     
MOVIE AND SNACKS – Friday, May 25th. We will 

watch “The Greatest Showman.” Inspired by the imagination 

of P. T. Barnum, The Greatest Showman is an original     

musical that celebrates the birth of show business & tells of 

a visionary who rose from nothing to create a spectacle that 

became a worldwide sensation. 
 

June - Looking  Ahead:  

MOVIE AND SNACKS – Friday, June 1st. We will 

watch “Hostiles.” In 1892, legendary Army Capt. Joseph 

Blocker reluctantly agrees to escort a dying Cheyenne war 

chief and his family back to their tribal land. Embarking on a 

harrowing and perilous journey from Fort Berringer, N.M., 

to the grasslands of Montana, they soon encounter a young 

widow whose family was killed on the plains. The travelers 

must now band together to survive a punishing landscape 

that's crawling with hostile Comanche's and vicious outliers 

SILVER STAR MEETING – is Tuesday, June 5th,  

at 2 pm. Special Guest speaker Faye Cluthe with Clear Cap-

tions Hearing Loss Telephones. 

BUNCO (Every Monday Except TRIAD     

Monday or a holiday) – Mondays from 10 am - 2 pm 

on June4th, 11th, and 25th. Please bring your sack lunch and 

join in the fun with head hostess, Ruby Belch. Cost is $3. 

Prizes will be awarded! 

DAY TRIP - Monday, June 4th. We will tour El Bolillo 

Bakery and also tour the new Pasadena City Hall and Police 

Station. We will be leaving the center at 9 am and cost is $3.  

THRIFT STORE OUTING - Tuesday, June 27th and 

we will be leaving at 9:30 to go to the Guild and Blue Bird. 

COUSHATTA - will be Wednesday, June 6th. The cost 

is $10 PLEASE park against the fences at the center. Please 

call Jim Campbell at 713.703.8084 or 713.477.0175 for info. 

LUAU CELEBRATION - Friday, June 8th from 11am 

to 2 pm.   

CROCHET CLUB - will meet Tuesday June12th and 

Tuesday, June26th at 10 am and meeting inside the quilt 

room. All are invited to join this fun group. 

BINGO - Wednesday, June 13 from 1 pm to 3 pm. Come 

and have fun and share the afternoon with friends. Each par-

ticipant will have a two card limit per game. Come join the 

Fun!     
TUTS – Tuesday, June 19th. We will see the produc-

tion of “Guys & Dolls.” A multiple Tony award win-

ning show. The bus will leave the center at 4:45 pm.  

TRIAD – will be Monday, June 18th 10:30 am. Guest 

speaker will Rafael Chacon, with the Pasadena Fire Mar-

shall. This meeting is a partnership of seniors, law enforce-

ment and community. “Knowledge is Power! Investigate 

before you invest!” 

LUNCH BUNCH – Thursday, June 21st. We will be 

leaving at 10:30 am. We will be heading to PDQ (People 

Dedicated to Quality) known for Hand-Breaded Crispy 

Chicken Tenders. Located by Memorial City Mall. 

LUNCH AND A MOVIE – Friday, June 29th. We 

will watch “The 15:17 to Paris,” which tells the real-life s 

tory of three men whose brave act turned them into heroes 

during a high-speed railway ride. In the early evening of  

August 21, 2015, the world watched in stunned silence as the 

media reported a thwarted terrorist attack on Thalys train 

#9364 bound for Paris—an attempt prevented by three cou-

rageous young Americans traveling through Europe... Lunch 

is $2 and will be served at 11 am. 



 

THERE MAY BE DELAYS, OMISSIONS, ERRORS, OR    INAC-

CURACIES IN THE CONTENT. ALL ACTIVITIES ARE SUB-

JECT TO CHANGE. 

Thrift Store Outing  

Please join us on Wednesday, May 9th, leaving MJSC at 

9 am. We will be go to Alvin Antique Center & Market-

place. MJSC will provide a light lunch will be packed to 

go on this trip. Please RSVP  

SILVER STAR MEETING –  
MADISON JOBE MIXER 

Tuesday, May 1st at 2 pm to hear about events and pro-

grams that are happening here at the Madison Jobe.  En-

joy tasty refreshments and door prizes. Our special 

guest will be Viola Johnson with Angels Care Home 

Health and Carmen Deneeen with The Harris Center   

Helping Harvey Survivors. Beverly Brownlow, M. Ed. 

Harris County Area Agency on Aging, Administration 

Manager  Listening Sessions across Harris County 

REFUND POLICY 

You must notify MJSC staff 24 hours before the trip 

to be able to be eligible to receive a refund! 

There will not be any registration for any events the 

day of any major party here at MJSC. 

Astros Games  

Tuesday,  May 22nd 

Join us for an outing to see the winning Astros play 

the San Francisco on May 22nd. This event is dollar 

hot dog night at Minute Maid Park. We will stop for 

BBQ before the game. We will leave the center at 4 

pm. Cost of the trip is $18 per game. 

Swingin’ Seniors Square Dance Club 

 The Dance Club meets at Madison Jobe every  

Tuesday from 10 am – Noon  

No charge  713.477.0175 

Pasadena Strawberry Festival 

“Celebrating 45rd Festival”  
Pasadena Convention Center & Fairgrounds 

Friday-Sunday, May 18th, 19th and-20th 

Additional info: 281.991.9500  

www.strawberryfest.org 

Presented by: Pasadena Strawberry Festival 

Strawberry Parade Saturday, May 12 @ 10 am. 

NEW QUEEN OAKS CLEANERS 

2004 Strawberry Rd, Pasadena, TX 77502 

For all your laundry or dry cleaning needs. 

Please patronize for all their help to the center  

Pasadena Heritage Museum                          

204 South Main   Pasadena, TX  77506 

Monday - Friday  9:30 am - 2:30 pm 

Saturday by appointment    

Phone 713.472.0565 

                                    East Harris County  
                          Community Center  

                                and the Bay Area  
                           Community Center  

             present the  

2018 South Channel Senior Olympics  

May 7th–11th, 2018 

Pen Pal Party 
Please join us Friday, May 18th, 1:30 pm - 2:30 pm. 

All participants in the Pen Pal program are asked to 

come out and meet your Red Bluff Elementary pen 

pal. We are planning a party with games,              

entertainment and refreshments! 

Some well deserved Thank You’s 
Thank you to all the Major Sponsors of our Ms. Pasade-

na Senior Pageant of 2018, the City of Pasadena, Cigna 

HealthSpring, Franks Jewelers, Funeraria Del  Angel. 

To all the behind the scenes helpers, Pasadena Parks & 

Rectreation Department, The Senior Answer, Stanley, 

Ms. Jackie Welch, Burleson Florist, Queen Oaks Clean-

ers, Paramount at Pasadena, Parsons House, Waterford 

Deer Park, Walgreens, Madison Jobe staff, Convention 

Center, Houston Life Channel 2, Sylvia and her Great 

Clean Streets crew, Pete, David, Philip, Cheryl, Jim, 

Barbara Sitzman and her valuable volunteers, and to all 

the former queens that lent their knowledge to the con-

testants. Thank you to everyone involved in this spectac-

ular event that I may overlook. 

We owe a gratitude to our two great MC’s Stephanie 

Gerry and Paul Driscoll. 

To all the lovely inspiring contestants, Julie Rabalais, 

Laura Tant, Alice Moore, Katie Coones, Melinda Leza, 

Teresa B. Burkholder, Rosa Herrera, Esperanza Rodri-

guez, Sharon Billingsley, Joyce H. Sullivan, Betty 

O’Bannon and Sylvia Ramirez. Thank you for making 

this pageant magical and memorable! 

To all our Judges, Ernie, Lynne, Bradley, Kathy, Susan, 

Marc, Blaine, Arlette, James, Pam, Cheryl, Gary, and 

judge coordinator David. 

And thank you for all the handsome escorts that always 

do an excellent job!. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
2018 Ms. Pasadena Senior Winner 

and Ms. Congeniality Betty O’Bannon 

Also Ms. Honorary Ms. Pasadena Senior  

Winner Lucy Turoff  

Please lets all welcome and give our support as they act as 

ambassadors for City of Pasadena and Madison Jobe Senior 
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