
 

 

The Madison Jobe Senior Center is a recreation facility for active adults 50 years of age and older. It is operated by 
the City of Pasadena Parks and Recreation Department and is located near the intersection of Red Bluff and Thomas, 
close to Hwy 225. Whether you are working, semi-retired, or retired, we offer a variety of great leisure, educational 
and personal development opportunities for you. Our programs offer activities that encourage and support health,   
creativity, and social interaction for active adults.   

WE WILL BE CLOSED ON MONDAY SEPTEMBER  2, 2019 FOR LABOR DAY 

Center hours:  
Monday - Friday 

  8 am - 4 pm 
Madisonjobe@pasadenatx.gov 

1700 E. Thomas  
Pasadena, TX 77506 
713.477.0175 office 
713.477.0111 fax 

 

August 2019 

Lou Ann Stories 
With the past month (July 20th, 1969) being the 50th anniversary of the moon landing, I must tell you a story that is close to 
home for me.  My mother, Bobbie Sutphin, was a reporter for the Baytown Sun for many years and was the Women’s Editor and 
Photographer during that era. She lobbied the owner of the paper for her and fellow reporter Wanda Orton to go cover the story 
for the Sun even though it was a time when women reporters hardly went on top assignments and were relegated to women’s sto-
ries around town.  Well she and Wanda convinced Fred Hartman (Editor/Owner) of the Baytown Sun (yes, the same one the 
Bridge is named after) to allow them to cover the story.  And…they took off to be a part of that historic event.  She told of meet-
ing Dan Rather and Walter Cronkite and other famous reporters who were there from all over the world.  She thought she and 
Wanda (Wanda would later become the Managing Editor of the Sun) were perhaps the only women reporters there.   

She would tell us about many stories as they were happening as if we had a front row seat to the event. She told us things like the 
astronauts could not get life insurance to cover them should they die during the mission and how cover letters with the postage 
and date were all signed by the astronauts in case they didn’t come back for their families to sell to help them get through finan-
cially and get their kids through college.  

She told of how worried people were and how scary it was when they lost contact with the astronauts as they were on the other 
side of the moon. Some people in Mission Control believed it might happen and some didn’t and about how happy everyone was 
and Mission Control cheered when they heard back from them.  So everything was a first.   

Many people in the Mission Control room used slide rulers and while new IBM computers that took up a huge area were newly 
installed, no one really trusted them to be accurate and in fact they were not as accurate as human calculations. She told stories of 
how, at first, Dan Rather thought she and Wanda were hostesses of the press room until Mom set him straight.  She said Rather 
was a bit of a flirt but nice and Cronkite was very smart and very funny.  She said he was a true gentleman to everyone and spoke 
about the difficulties of live broadcast and his toughest moment in broadcasting which was, according to him, announcing Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy’s assassination.  He knew newsmen were not supposed to cry or show emotion but that was a dark day in 
history that he hoped would never happen again.   

She spoke of how fascinating it all was and how they all were in awe and cheered when the first steps were taken. She spoke of 
things like they were not sure the surface of the moon would actually hold the lunar Module, that was piloted by Buz Aldrin and 
the first actual words said once they landed and before they got out of the module were something like, “Stop engines now,” spo-
ken by Buz Aldrin. I think it must have been Buz that said, “The Eagle has landed.” Then once they landed safely, there was 
some concern about the surface and how it would be or react to their suits or what is was actually made of. At first they were 
scheduled to take a nap, once they landed on the moon, but they didn’t want to do that and had to ask Mission Control for per-
mission to skip their nap and get out there. Mission Control agreed and Neil Armstrong, the Commander, was the first to step out 
of the lunar Module they named, “The Eagle” and say those famous words that we are all so familiar with. They also placed a 
placard on the moon that they came in peace for all mankind and the astronauts names were on that plaque as well as Richard 
Nixon’s name. Mom was impressed that President Nixon was actually onboard the ship that picked up the astronauts from the 
ocean.  They stayed in quarantine for 21 days as I recall and no one had contact with them as they were in protective suits the 
entire time and in a capsule like vessel because NASA wanted to make sure they didn’t contaminate the earth with something we 
didn’t know about. I remember that Mom told us that the astronauts could somehow smell the moon’s surface and they reported 
it smelled something like burned gunpowder and was fairly a strong odor. It was like something they had not smelled before they 
remarked but that was the closest thing they said they could think it smelled like.  

She said at one time, they almost didn’t make it back to earth when Buzz accidently broke a circuit breaker switch on the lunar 
module that was an important switch and would be the difference of getting off the moon and even then there were no guarantees  



 

anyway that they could get off the moon and catch up with the orbiting space craft that Collins was piloting while Neil and Buz 
were on the moon. Neil just picked up a felt tip pen (they had to use felt tip pens because the lack of gravity would not allow 
the ink to work in regular pens) and Neil just shoved that pen into the hole in the circuit breaker and it worked to everyone’s 
relief and amazement. She said again Mission Control cheered.  

As they were trying to land back on earth, they had some other problems and some of the systems failed, Mission Control was 
going crazy buzzing about trying to help them get back safely and Neil had to land it manually with only seconds of fuel left. 
The computer he had on board was not even as powerful as some of our present day calculators and certainly our cell phones 
are much more computer power than they ever had.  

Later, Mom would learn that President Nixon had a speech already written if something disastrous happened. And that the 
President himself would call the wives of the astronauts. It was determined that if something happened and the astronauts could 
not return to Earth, Mission Control would discontinue communication at some point. The astronauts knew this going into the 
mission and it was a chance they all were willing to take in the name of science and exploration and for the good of mankind.  

They brought back just under 50 pounds of moon rock and samples and they left artifacts on the moon. Other than the flag and 
plaque of peace, they left a mirror for lasers to determine the distance of the moon at all times. And they left an interesting arti-
fact about the size of a half dollar that was a silicon disc that carried the names of Congress, the four committees of the House 
and Senate responsible for legislation related to NASA, NASA’s top administrators and messages from the leaders of 73 coun-
tries from around the world. At the top of the disc is the inscription, “Goodwill messages from around the world brought to the 
moon by the astronauts of Apollo 11” and around the rim is the inscription, “From Planet Earth---July 1969.” The disc rests in 
an aluminum case on the Moon’s Sea of Tranquility. It is inspiriting and refreshing to know and now remember again that 73 
world leaders came together to send a message of goodwill. At the time I just thought it was a nice thing to do, today, I think of 
all the differences we have with other nations and wish for a better future for us all and messages of goodwill for all of man-
kind and how in reality we are all very much alike in so many ways. I have a copy of those messages if you would like to see 
them. They are inspiring and humbling to read. 

Mom also spoke of the many conversations between Mission Control and the astronauts and how they would play funny music 
to wake them up in the morning, like a joke, and how the astronauts would joke back.  She also spoke of how knowledgeable 
and professional everyone was and how sometimes it was both scary and amazing the scope of what was happening.  She spoke 
of concern for once they landed what they would land on and if it would actually be solid enough to support the capsule or if it 
would sink and also there was some concern about the capsule making it back to the main part where one astronaut was left 
alone to handle things.  There were so many unknowns and she thought the astronauts were very brave and they would also 
allow their wives to speak with them and she said that was sometimes funny because Mission Control guys would tease the 
astronauts a little about it.   She said that the people on Mission Control had backups and their backups had backups in case 
someone got sick or if they needed to go to the bathroom.  Each person on Mission Control had others that could help him if he 
needed it on his team and those people were not sitting in the room.  She did notice that there were no females in Mission Con-
trol that she knew of and she was not happy about that at all.  She thought the people on Mission Control were very brave and 
hardworking. She said they were as brave as the astronauts because one mistake could be fatal, one miscalculation could be 
catastrophic, so she hailed Mission Control as the unsung heroes of the endeavor.  She said it was very tiring because she didn’t 
want to leave for fear of missing something important to report.  So she and Wanda put in some long hours both at NASA, call-
ing stories into the newsroom as they were happening and before the teletype machines could print them, and at the typewriter 
getting more stories out ASAP.  They wrote them up in notes on smallish lined notebook pad that flipped open at the top.  She 
would type and cut and paste and edit by actually cutting with scissors and gluing with paste.  There were no word processors 
at the time.   

Once she had the stories they went to the editor for editing them to the typesetters to set the type then that all went onto an alu-
minum plate that was etched into the aluminum and then that plate was put onto rolling store drums that rotated around to pick 
up ink and roll onto the paper that would feed from giant rolls of paper and literally the presses would roll.  Then the machines 
would cut the page.  The pages would all come together and would end up folded in the middle and folded again to reveal the 
top of the front page and would be stacked and bundled like that.  The paper boys or paper delivery people would receive them 
in a bundle tied up by string and would have to roll them as part of their job before they threw them to homes.   

In retrospect, I have been blessed to know people on Mission Control, astronaut Charlie Dry who worked with the original as-
tronauts, our own Charlie Medellin who worked at NASA during this time and for many years thereafter, and many other sup-
port people that I can call my friends.  I will say they are all special people who are dedicated souls who possess a special call-
ing to be a part of each mission.  I also applaud the newspaper reporters, writers and people dedicated to work long hours to 
bring great stories of courage and perseverance.  Real people who forge new frontiers…and go where no men have gone be-
fore.  And of course, I applaud those brave souls who have vision, dreams and beliefs and step forward to take great risks to 
bring about changes for the betterment of mankind.   



 

.AUGUST - Monthly to Do’s:  
 
GREASED LIGHTING - Sock Hop Friday, August 
2nd, from 11 a.m to 2 pm. Come dance to 50’s music 
and have your favorite cheeseburgers, chips, soft drinks!  
Get your tickets Monday, July 15th after 1 p.m.    
SILVER STAR MEETING – Tuesday, August 6,  at 2 
pm. We will have refreshments and guest speaker  on  
senior safety. Please come and learn valuable information 
and fellowship. 

BUNCO (Every Monday Except TRIAD Monday or a 
holiday) – Mondays from 10 am - 2 pm on August 5th, 
12th, and 26th Please br ing your  sack lunch and join 
in the fun with head hostess, Ruby Belch. Cost is $3. 
Prizes will be awarded!  
MOVIE & SNACKS - Friday, August 9th, 1:00 p.m.  
The Upside. A comedy about a relationship between a 
wealthy quadriplegic and an unemployed man with a 
criminal record who is hired to help him .  Lunch donated 
so no fee!   
SENIOR EXPO - Wednesday, August 14th, from 9  
a.m to 12 p.m.. Over 90  vendors, lots of giveaways and 
door prizes. Pasadena Convention Center. 
TRIAD – Monday, August 19th, 10:30 am. Light     
refreshments provided by Parsons House and we will 
have a guest speaker. This meeting is a partnership of       
seniors, law enforcement and community. “Knowledge is 
Power!  
LUNCH BUNCH – Tuesday, August 20th, Red Oak 
Café in League City great home cooking at a reasonable 
price!  We will leave the center at 10:30 am.  
DAY TRIP - Wednesday, August 21st, Tr ip to Tour 
Bishops Palace in Galveston. Cost is $9 and we will 
leave the Madison Jobe Center at 9:30 a.m. and our tour 
begins at 10:30 a.m.  The tour last 1 hour and we will 
have a lunch stop at Millers Landing on the Seawall that 
offers seafood at a reasonable price and a beautiful view.   
LUNCH & A MOVIE—Friday, August 23rd, at 1 
p.m. The Mustang—Executive Producer Robert Red-
ford , a violent convict is given the chance to participate 
in rehabilitation therapy program centered around the 
training of wild mustangs.   
THRIFT STORE OUTING - Tuesday, August 27th   
We will be leaving at 9 am. We will be heading to   Har-
win offering wide selection of items!  PLEASE RSVP. 
BINGO - Wednesday. August 28th  from 1 pm to 3 
pm. Come and have fun and share the afternoon with 
friends. Please come join the fun and fellowship  snacks 
and door prizes  . 
ASTROS GAME – Thursday, August 29th. We will be    
leaving the center at 10 am.  We will be dining on our way 
to the game. Cost is $23. 

REFUND POLICY 
YOU MUST NOTIFY MJSC STAFF 24 HOURS BEFORE 
CANCELING A TRIP TO BE ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE 
A REFUND 

SEPTEMBER LOOKING AHEAD:  
 
SILVER STAR MEETING  Monday Sept. 2 at 2 pm. 
We will have refreshments and guest speaker on  senior 
safety. Please come and learn valuable information and 
fellowship. Also we will have Walgreens will provide 
Flu Shots from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. at the meeting!   

BUNCO (Every Monday Except TRIAD Monday or 
a holiday) – Mondays from 10 am - 2 pm September  
9th, 16th, and 23rd. 30th Please br ing your  sack 
lunch and join in the fun with head hostess, Ruby Belch. 
Cost is $3. Prizes will be awarded!  
RESALE SHOPPING  Wednesday, September 
4th—League City Antique and Resale Shops and lunch 
at the tea room.  Leave the center at 10:00 a.m. Please 
RSVP  
MOVIE & SNACKS - Friday, September  6th, 
Avengers InFinity War Iron Man, Hulk, all 
Avengers unite to battle the evil Thanos for the six In-
finity Stones. Staring Robert Downey Jr., and the team 
will war for the fate of the planet and the existence has 
never been more in peril! Everything the Avengers have 
fought for leads to this moment in time!    
TUTS Wednesday, September 11th A Chorus 
Line—tickets required, leaving center at 4:45 p.m. we 
will stop for dinner on the way to Hobby Center.      
DAY TRIP  Friday, September 20th —Quilt Museum 
in La Grange , Texas cost $8.00 leave center at 8:00 
a.m. and lunch after touring Museum at Reba ’s serving 
deli sandwiches, salads, soups a La Grange favorite.  
SALSA DANCE AND PARTY - September 18th 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.  KaChe grammy nominated band 
playing Salsa and will teach us Salsa and Merinque 
tickets required. Enjoy Dancing, catered meal!     
TRIAD – Monday, September 23rd, 10:30  am. Light     
refreshments provided by Parsons House and we will 
have a guest speaker. This meeting is a partnership of       
seniors, law enforcement and community. “Knowledge 
is Power! 
BINGO - Wednesday September 25th   from 1 pm to 
3 pm. Come and have fun and share the afternoon 
with friends. Please come join the fun and fellowship  
snacks and door prizes   
LUNCH & A MOVIE Friday, September 27th 11:00 
a.m. Avengers End Game—top box office movie with 
The Avenger Team attempt to reverse the damage 
caused by Thanos in Infinity War.  The team must fig-
ure out a way to bring down the evil Thanos who de-
stroyed the planet and Universe!    
.LUNCH BUNCH – Monday September 28th,  Baba 
Yega restaurant in Montrose, leaving the center  at 
10:30 a.m.  Delicious food and favorite place of the 
Seniors!  

MADISON JOBE IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR 
LOST OR MISPLACED ITEMS. 

Pasadena Music Club meets at Madison Jobe Senior Cen-
ter every Saturday from 6 pm to 8 pm.  

Open to everyone 50 and older.   
Admission is $2 and membership is available 

Come dance and listen to classic country songs 



 

Pasadena Heritage Museum                          

204 South Main   Pasadena, TX  77506 

Monday - Friday  9:30 am - 2:30 pm 

Saturday by appointment    

Phone 713.472.0565 
The Museum is available for special tours. They do 
not have an admission fee and can be reserved for so-
cial functions. They are located at the corner of Main 
& Eagle in Pasadena, just off the State Highway 225. 
The Pomeroy House and Anna's House are listed on 
the National Registry of  Historical Places.  

Its worth a stop! 

THERE MAY BE DELAYS, OMISSIONS, ERRORS, OR             
INACCURACIES IN THE CONTENT. ALL ACTIVITIES ARE 

SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

- Looking - Ahead:  
We are Closed on MONDAY SEPTEMBER 2, 

2019 IN OBSERVANCE OF LABOR DAY ,   

SILVER STAR MEETING – Tuesday, September  
3rd, at 2 pm. We will have refreshments and guest 
speaker on  senior safety. Please come and learn valua-
ble information and fellowship. 

TUTS NEWS 
We are currently seeking those interested in the 2019 - 
2020 Theatre Under the Stars (TUTS) musical season. 
The season subscription includes six shows with trans-
portation provided. Always a popular Houston event, 
TUTS brings Broadway quality musicals to the Houston 
Hobby Center. Please come by our office or call 
713.475.0175 for more info.   
A Chorus Line September 17, 2019 
Spring Awaking Tuesday, October 15, 2019 
Elf   Tuesday, December 17, 2019 
Once on This Island Tuesday, February 25, 2020 
Pure Country  Tuesday, April 21, 2020 
Newsies  Tuesday, May 26, 2020 

FOR YOUR SAFETY  

MADISON JOBE SENIOR CENTER 
Emergency medical forms  

MUST be completed and updated annually.  

Night Dance Groups 
Monday Night Dance meets here at Madison Jobe    
Senior Center every Monday from 7 pm to 9 pm. 

Open to everyone 50 and older. 
Admission is $2 at the door 

Playing the best of country music 
Saturday Night Music  Club meets at Madison Jobe 

Senior Center every Saturday from 7 to 9 p.m.  
Open to every member  

The Singing Seniors of Pasadena who practice at Madison 
Jobe Senior Center on Mondays from 2-3 p.m. are recruit-
ing new members. We are a volunteer group that provides 
entertainment in nursing homes and to other senior groups. 
If you are over 50 and really love to sing old songs from 
the 40’s (show tunes), popular music, patriotic and spiritu-
al songs you will fit in perfectly. Performances are once or 
twice a month on weekdays.Call 713.946.7536 or come by 
MJSC. 

PROVIDENCE   
HOME HEALTH—HOSPICE 

We want to thank our new sponsor for                      
Silver Star Meeting 

Providence Home Health– Hospice.  
Contact us anytime at 832.532.7538  

Providence offers healthcare programs for patients 
who prefer in-home care when they require medical 
assistance. We work with you, your family, physi-
cians, and others in your individual healthcare net-
work. This creates a patient-centered plan of care that 
achieves your ability to age in place in the comfort 
and convenience of your home. 

PARSON HOUSE 
La Porte Assisted Living 

We want to thank our new sponsor for  
Silver Star and TRIAD  
8727 Fairmont Parkway   

La Porte, TX 77571  
281.478.0000 

Senior Expo  
Wednesday, August 14th  

Event is from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
Doors open to the public at 9:00 .am 

Pasadena Convention Center 
7902 Fairmont Parkway 

Free Admission  
Join us for “one-stop” shopping for senior  

Organizations, housing, social services programs 
And activities available in Harris County 

Free Screenings :  
Single Leg Stance, Functional Reach, Balance Machine 

And more !  

Hurricane Season 
June 1, 2019  until November 30, 2019 + 

Get more hurricane preparedness information at 
Ready Harris.   

The City of Pasadena, Texas Emergency offers a program 
where you register or update your information with a 

SWIFT911 to start receiving updates.   Also The  Pasade-
na Office of Emergency Management offers Evacuation 
Assistance Registry for Shut Ins and Disabled Residents 

with a partnership with the State of Texas to offer the 
STEAR Program.  The Stear is a free registry that pro-

vides local emergency planners and emergency respond-
ers with additional information on the needs in their com-

munity.  Currently 3000 people registered in Pasadena.  
For more information call  

2-1-1 or go to  
 https://www.dps.texas.gov/dem/stear/public.htm 
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