
 

 

The Madison Jobe Senior Center is a recreation facility for active adults 50 years of age and older. It is operated by 

the City of Pasadena Parks and Recreation Department and is located near the intersection of Red Bluff and Thomas, 

close to Hwy 225. Whether you are working, semi-retired, or retired, we offer a variety of great leisure, educational 

and personal development opportunities for you. Our programs offer activities that encourage and support health,   

creativity, and social interaction for active adults.   

Why not take the time to try something new? 

CENTER HOURS:  

MONDAY - FRIDAY 

  8 am - 4 pm 

Madisonjobe@ci.pasadena.tx.us 

1700 E. Thomas  

Pasadena, TX 77506 

713.477.0175 office 

713.477.0111 fax 

 

City of Pasadena 

November 2017. 

Lou Ann Words of Wisdom 
Now that Harvey has past and we are in recovery mode..I will get back to my usual story telling. 

Sometimes when we go through traumatic times, we look back at other such times in our lives and remember a par-
ticular event that defines that time for us. Our own Pasadena EOC (Emergency Operations Center) manager, Mr. 
Frank Bengochea, spoke at our Silver Star Senior meeting on October 3 and reminded me of such an event that took 
place during Ike that he will always remember.  

We were both part of the EOC during the marathon of Hurricane Ike. We thought the winds and the rain would nev-
er stop. The National Guard was staying on the grounds out at the Pasadena Convention Center during the storm to 
help with the immediate emergency clean-up of our city and the surrounding cities. Such clean-up often included 
tasks that are too gruesome to even mention but they diligently worked in the heat without much rest to get things 
cleaned up.  They all had their own duffle bags of personal clothing but after about 10 days of sweltering heat and 
nasty clean-up, those clothes were badly in need of laundering.  The only problem was that there were no laundro-
mats open or other places and not very many homes that even had electricity at this point.  Well those EOC guys 
thought I could solve just about any problem, I guess, because they would throw things my way and I’d always try to 
solve them, even got them parts for huge generators and the generators themselves at times using connections and 
friendships because I learned that even gold could not buy you a generator at that point in time. It’s strange how 
money loses its value and yet human bonds are the only things that do matter. 

Soooo, I get this phone call from EOC dispatch asking if I could arrange to figure out how to launder 39 huge duffle 
bags full of dirty clothes overnight. (Now mind you, those military issue duffle bags are about four feet tall and two 
feet in diameter.) I gave the Dispatcher/Commander at the EOC, Charlie Sanders, my standard answer…that I would 
see what I could do and that I would get back to him in two hours.  You see, that was one of my standard answers is 
to tell people that I would get back to them in two hours. Almost always they were thrilled when I usually got back in 
less than two hours. But two hours gave them a time limitation that soothed their frazzled nerves and gave them 
some bearing in the craziness of the unknown.   

Well, I started calling the women and men that I knew had electricity in their homes, Paul Leteff was one, his next 

door neighbors, Councilman Phil Cayten and his wife, Roxy Cayten, were another. The people I enlisted often called 

their neighbors to take some on and so on it went. I went down my calling list of friends, each taking what they could 

until all bags were claimed. Not one person that I called declined. NOT ONE!!!! Some even took multiple bags. (I 

think I washed two duffle bags that night myself and got very little sleep and my former neighbor and her husband 

even took one.)  Needless to say, within the scope of those two hours, I called the EOC back to tell them “Mission 

Accomplished! Washers are ready, willing, able, and on stand-by, ready to spring into action at your ‘ready call’. Just 

tell me where and when I can pick up the duffle bags and I will deliver them to my friends who are truly angels on 

earth.”  



 

Lou Ann Words of Wisdom Contined 
 

I could hear cheers of disbelief and high five slaps on the other end of the phone from one of the National Guard 
Commanders who, as I recall, was named Billy. 

I went within hours to collect the dirty laundry bags and, believe it or not, managed to get all 39 stinking bags of 
dirty clothes stuffed into one borrowed Chevy Suburban.  I can scarcely describe the smell in that vehicle as I deliv-
ered the bags to their destinations that evening.  I was afraid that truck might never be the same and that smell 
might never come out! LOL! It was fairly odiferous to say the least but it was literally the smell of the blood, sweat 
and tears of a dedicated group of men and women who were first responders and those that they helped, so, I fig-
ured, I could at least endure the stench for a bit. That stench reminded me to be grateful that my life was spared 
and grateful that I was not a victim that needed their help and grateful that they were here to help our community. 
I might add that they never, ever complained either.  I felt honored and grateful for the opportunity to help them 
and very proud of the kind and precious friends who offered their help, their electricity and their laundry detergent.  

The next things that happened were the most rewarding.  The next day, as I gathered the duffle bags back up, they 
smelled fresh and clean. The women and men that did the washing told me stories of how they engaged the help of 
neighbors helping them wash and dry and in some cases repair the clothing. Some even delivered the duffle bags 
back to me rather than me having to drive to pick them back up.  It was wonderful! Each person separately told me 
that they had included notes to the men and women thanking them for their service.  I was completely flabbergast-
ed that they had all done the same thing without knowing the other angels that helped that evening were doing 
the same as they were doing.  It was all spontaneous.  The other rewarding experience was witnessing the receipt 
of the clean clothing as some of the National Guard’s men and women had tears of gratitude in their eyes, some 
jumped up and down and hooted and hollered, and some were so moved by the notes that the laundry angels left 
that they tracked me down the next day to thank me personally and get contact information so they could person-
ally thank them.  I even much later received a personal note from one of the mothers of a National Guardsmen, 
thanking me for seeing that their loved one had clean clothes to wear in the muck of things. It was so incredible. 

The EOC and the National Guard referred to me afterwards as the head of the Angel Laundry Service. Days later as 
the National Guard left the grounds of the Convention Center in a convoy, they were all honking the vehicle horns, 
waving and shouting out words of gratitude and love to me as they left.  Some even stopped for a second to hand 
me a note or a book or a hug or a trinket that meant something special to them to share with me.  All this is just to 
illustrate how important it is to work together for a purpose. Even Councilman Cayten joked in council meeting 
about how he came home to find his washing machine full of other men’s clothes and how he blamed it on me then 
he went on to praise us all and his wife for her great charitable heart.  

To show gratitude to others is such a critical and rewarding thing to experience.  My friends were grateful for the 
help our community received and they were grateful for the opportunity to help those who were helping the region 
recover.  To them it was a little thing but to those National Guardsmen and Guardswomen it was something money 
could not buy.  The National Guardsmen were grateful for the help and for being recognized for their service.  The 
EOC was grateful to be able to solve a very real problem and was grateful that our helpers were comforted.  I was 
grateful that I was given the challenge and opportunity to assist in this whole ordeal.  I was quite humbled that they 
all trusted me with their only clothes other than the ones literally on their backs.  And, I was told later, that all 
clothes were accounted for and not even a sock was missing to the astonishment of the troops. 

I was truly amazed that in one day we washed 39 duffle bags full of laundry in separate homes.   

I am grateful for my precious friends and for their precious friends who made it all possible. 

I am grateful and I am thankful!!!  As it is Thanksgiving time this month, remember to be grateful and thankful for 

the little things in life!  Clean socks are always a blessing, wherever in the world you are and whatever in the world 

you are doing!!!  Thank you, Frank, for remembering our times in the EOC during Hurricane Ike and for sharing that 

it was a memory you will never forget!!! 



 

November- Monthly To Do’s:  

 

We will be CLOSED Friday, November 10th in observance 

of Veterans Day. We will also be CLOSED Thursday and 

Friday, November 23rd and 24th for Thanksgiving  

LUNCH BUNCH – will be Thursday, November 2nd. 

We will be leaving at 10:30 am. We will be heading to 

Pena’s Donuts & Diner where we are serving up your classic 

Favorites and Much more. Come try our Chicken and Waf-

fles, Eggs Benedict or our  Burgers. Don't forget to get your 

coffee fix here too. You have to come see what all the buzz 

is about 
LUNCH AND A MOVIE – Friday, November 3rd. 

We will watch “Going in Style” staring Morgan Freeman. 

Three elderly friends and retired steelworkers are outraged 

to learn that their pension fund has been raided by a shady 

corporation. Soon, they decide to rob one of the corpora-

tion's banks to get their money back in this rousing crime 

comedy.. Lunch is $2 and will be served at 11 am.    

SILVER STAR MEETING – is Tuesday, November 

7th at 2 pm. 

BUNCO (Every Monday Except TRIAD     

Monday or a holiday) – Mondays from 10 am - 2 pm 

on November 6th, 13th and 27th. Please bring your sack 

lunch and join in the fun with head hostess, Ruby Belch. 

Cost is $3. Prizes will be awarded! 

COUSHATTA - will be Wednesday, November 8th. The 

cost is $10 and the bus will leave at 8 am, so make plans to 

arrive by 7:30 am. The bus will return to the center at ap-

proximately 7 pm. 

DAY TRIP - Wednesday, November 15th. We will be 

heading to San Jacinto College Maritime Training Facility. 

The Maritime Technology and Training Center showcases a 

training dock with lifeboats, davits, and fast rescue craft. 

This also allows for vessel specific training for local mari-

time companies and serves as an aquatic training facility for 

sea survival and life raft training. Engineering simulators to 

train maritime engineers for hydraulic, electric, pump      

control, motor control, heating and air conditioning, and        

refrigeration; and a multipurpose space for industry         

conferences and corporate partner meetings. Highlights of 

the facility include the three ships bridge simulators, donated 

by the Houston Pilots. These room-sized replicas of ship 

control bridges are part of a 3,748 square-foot simulation 

suite, complete with instructor stations, debrief classrooms, 

and development stations..  We be leaving at 8:30 am. Cost 

is $5. 

TRIAD – will be Monday, November 20th at 10:30 am. 

This meeting is a partnership of seniors, law enforcement 

and community. “Knowledge is Power! Investigate before 

you invest!” 

BINGO - Wednesday, November 22nd, from 1 pm to 3 

pm. Come have fun and share the afternoon with friends. 

Each participant will have a two card limit per game. Come 

join the Fun!     

CROCHET CLUB - will meet Tuesday November  

14th and Tuesday, November 28th at 10 am and meeting 

inside the quilt room. All are invited to join this fun group. 

 

December - Looking  Ahead:  

We will be CLOSED Friday, December 22nd and December  

26th in observance of Christmas. We will also be CLOSED 

Monday, January 1st in observance of Mew Year’s Day. 

SILVER STAR MEETING – is Tuesday, December 

5th at 2 pm. 

COUSHATTA - will be Wednesday, December 6th. The 

cost is $10 and the bus will leave at 8 am, so make plans to 

arrive by 7:30 am. The bus will return to the center at ap-

proximately 7 pm. 

BUNCO (Every Monday Except TRIAD     

Monday or a holiday) – Mondays from 10 am - 2 pm 

on December 4th, 11th, and 18th. Please bring your sack 

lunch and join in the fun with head hostess, Ruby Belch. 

Cost is $3. Prizes will be awarded! 

LUNCH BUNCH – will be Tuesday, December 12th. 

We will be leaving at 10:30 am. We will be heading to    

Casarez Mexican Restaurant. Several of the staff have     

enjoyed the food.  
LUNCH AND A MOVIE – Friday, December15th. 

We will watch “Gone With The Wind” staring Clark Gable 

and Vivian Leigh. Time to sit back and enjoy this classic 

tale. We will serve fried chicken, mash potatoes, corn on the 

cob, and the house wine of the south ice tea! Door prizes will 

be passed out at the end of the movie. Lunch is $2 and will 

be served at 11 am. 

DAY TRIP - Wednesday, December 20th. We will be 

leaving at 930 to head to Baybrook Mall for a Madison Jobe 

family day. We do a little shopping and then head over to eat 

at Maggiano’s Little Italy restaurant and top off the day at 

Star Cinema Grill for relaxing movie. Come join in the 

Christmas family fun. Price is $15. 

BINGO - Wednesday, December 27th, from 1 pm to 3 pm. 

Come have fun and share the afternoon with friends. Each 

participant will have a two card limit per game. Come join 

the Fun!     

CROCHET CLUB - will meet Tuesday December   

12th and Tuesday, December 26th at 10 am and meeting in-

side the quilt room. All are invited to join this fun group. 

TUTS – Tuesday, December 19th. We will see the         

musical production of “Sleeping Beauty and Her Winter 

Knight". A handsome Prince saves the day by defeating the 

wicked fairy and giving Sleeping Beauty a kiss The bus will 

leave the center at 4:45 pm. We will have dinner at Luby’s 

Cafeteria and proceed to the theatre. 

THRIFT STORE OUTING - Monday, December 

11th and we will be leaving the center at 9 am to go to the 

Guild Shop and Blue Bird in Montrose as we shop for      

inexpensive Christmas gifts. 
 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 

MEDICARE - OPEN  

ENROLLMENT 

OCTOBER 15TH - DECEMBER 7, 2017 



 

Swingin’ Seniors Square Dance Club 

 The Dance Club meets at Madison Jobe every  

Tuesday from 10 am – Noon  

No charge – Free coffee – 713.477.0175 

THERE MAY BE DELAYS, OMISSIONS, ERRORS, OR    

INACCURACIES IN THE CONTENT. ALL ACTIVITIES 

ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

COUSHATTA 

Come join us for a monthly trip to Coushatta on 

Wednesday, November 8th. The cost is $10 per person, 

and your Coushatta card is comped with a $10 credit. 

The trip leaves at 8 am, so please arrive at Madison 

Jobe Senior Center by 7:15 am to register. PLEASE 

PARK AGAINST THE FENCES AT THE CENTER. 

The bus usually arrives back at the center by 7 pm. 

Please call Jim Campbell at 713.703.8084 or the MJSC 

at 713.477.0175. 

MEN & WOMEN HAIRCUTS 

This will be hosted by San Jacinto College Central’s     

Cosmetology & Culinary Department on Monday,     

November 13. This is a free event and space is limited. 

Guests will be treated to light lunch and hair styling by 

cosmetology. We will be leaving the center at 10:30 am. 

Please RSVP. 

Thrift Store Outing  

Thursday, November 30th, leaving MJSC at 9 am  

We will be heading to Goodwill on Wertheimer and  

Salvation Army on Washington. Please RSVP 

SILVER STAR MEETING –  
MADISON JOBE MIXER 

Join us on Tuesday, November 7th at 2 pm to hear 

about events and programs that are happening here at 

the Madison Jobe Senior Center this month. Enjoy tasty 

refreshments and door prizes. Our special guest will be . 

You may sign up for upcoming exciting events. Please 

invite a friend and see you there!  

CROCHET CLUB 

Looking for interested individuals to join this exciting 

group that meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each 

month at 10 am . Come join us for snacks, laughter and 

fun as we crochet. Please call or talk to the staff to learn 

more about this class. 713.477.0175 

REFUND POLICY 

You must notify MJSC staff 24 hours before the trip 

to be able to be eligible to receive a refund! 

MEDICARE INFORMATION YOU CAN USE  
A Medicare and You meeting will be held on Tuesday, Novem-

ber 7th at noon, right before Silver Star meeting.  

Angela Taylor with Cigna and also Monday, November 20th at 

noon, will be here to answer your questions about Medicare. 

Perfect time to come and review your Medicare options for the 

upcoming open enrollment.                                                             

This is a FREE information meeting. 

VETERANS MEMORIAL WALL 
In preparation for the Veterans Luncheon, we will honor 

our veterans by recreating our Memorial Wall at the Cen-

ter. Please bring a photo and we will scan and return to 

you immediately. This will ensure all photos are returned 

accordingly. 

Veterans Luncheon 

A special luncheon will be held on Thursday,            

November 9th, in honor of those who served for our 

country. Reservations are required. We will be reserv-

ing space for the first fifty veterans and their guest. To 

reserve your seat, please call 713.477.0175 and speak to 

any of MJSC team. We hope you will join us for this 

special afternoon 

HERITAGE PARK MUSEUM OPEN HOUSE   

Dedication of Edna’s House 

Free Event 
Wednesday, Dec. 7th at Heritage Park Museum 

204 South Main, Pasadena, TX 77506     5:30 pm - 8 pm 

City of Pasadena, and The Historical Society have teamed up 

for a Christmas Open House. The Historical Homes will be 

adorned with decorations, lights, local high school orchestras 

and choirs will enlighten us with Christmas favorites. 

“OPERATION QUEEN FIND”    

We are looking for ladies at 60 years plus who would 

like to become “MS. PASADENA SENIOR 2018.” The 

winner will receive a cash prize. This is an exciting event 

so come join the Fun on April 5th, 2018! 

HOLIDAY LIGHTED PARADE 
Saturday, December 2nd, 7 p.m. Fairmont Parkway 

(from Pansy to Watters & back to Pansy). Sponsored by 

City of Pasadena and Pasadena Strawberry Festival. 

Can-Do Food Drive 
The City of Pasadena will be hosting the Can-Do 

Food Drive on Thursday, November 16th, from 8 

am to 6 pm at the Pasadena Veterans Memorial   

Stadium (2906 Dabney). MJSC will have drop off 

bins located in the doorways. For more info, please 

call 713.475.7259 . 

Harwin Drive Bargain Shopping 

Tuesday, November  14th 

Leaving the center at 9:30 am 

Cost is free –Limited space 
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